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In 1989, the Far Eastern Synthetic Fiber worker strike in Xinpu
township, Hsinchu county started on May 15. The employer
sent out security guards, while the government deployed anti-
riot police and water cannons. On May 25, the factory resumed

work, and the strike ended with the failure of the trade union.

Note The Far Eastern Synthetic Fiber worker strike in Xinpu township, Hsinchu
county was a non-economic strike. It was initiated by a major independent
trade union, Far Eastern Synthetic Fiber Trade Union, and was sparked off
by the transfer of Xu Zheng-kun, a senior cadre of the union. Three key
cadres Xu Zheng-kun, Luo Mei-wen and Zeng Guo-mei were dismissed,
while L.uo Mei-wen and nine others were later prosecuted for “inciting a
strike” according to the “Regulations on the Management of Agriculture
and Mining during Critical Periods”.



In April 1992, Huang Hsin-chieh led a group of DPP National
Assembly members to demand direct presidential elections in
front of the Office of the President. (photograph/Huang Tzu-

ming)




In April 1991, the Alliance of Students and Professors to
Draft the Constitution went on a hunger strike at the entrance
of National Taiwan University to protest against the KIMT’s

unilateral amendment of the constitution.




On May 20, 1988, farmers went to Taipei to protest against the
government’s neglect of peasants’ rights, and had violent clashes

with the police at the Legislative Yuan. The clashes went on

until early morning the next day.




The peasants’ petition on May 20, 1988.




The Far Eastern Synthetic Fiber worker strike in Hsinchu
county in 1989.




In June 1988, environmental protection groups went to the

Forestry Bureau to call for an end to excessive deforestation.




In early 1989, the KMT government enacted the “Civil
Associations Act”, which stipulated that civil associations might
not advocate communism, advocate for the division of the
national territory or carry the word “Taiwan” in their names.
These articles placed unreasonable restrictions on the right
of assembly granted to the people under the constitution. On
September 26, members of some 30 associations that failed to
be registered because their names carried the word “Taiwan”
protested in the streets carrying a big cage. They demanded

the abolition of this law and the freedom of assembly for the

people.



. The peasants’ petition on May 20, 1988.
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In 1988, farmers went north to protest at the Legislative Yuan.




In 1989, in protest against the enactment of the Civil
Associations Act, people imitated how the old legislators voted

on motions in front of the Legislative Yuan.




In April 1991, the Alliance of Students and Professors to
Draft the Constitution went on a hunger strike at the entrance
of National Taiwan University to protest against the KMT’s

unilateral amendment of the constitution.




On March 18, 1990, the DPP held an oath-taking rally at the
Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall to “eliminate the old guards and

save the country”.






