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On June 1, 1995, in protest against the delay in moving the
nuclear waste storage facility, the Tao tribe on Orchid Island
launched an action to close off the Lung-men harbor where the
nuclear waste was unloaded. Tribesmen pushed huge rocks into

the sea to block the nuclear waste ship from entering the harbor.



On November 22, 1989, during the triple elections in Taiwan for
county magistrates, mayors, members of the Legislative Yuan
and county and city councilors, Kuo Bei-hong, the blacklisted
leader of the overseas Taiwan independence movement, secretly
returned to Taiwan, and appeared at an evening election rally of
the DPP in Zhonghe, Taipei County. Kuo could not return to
Taiwan through normal channels, and it was rumoured that he
would be arrested by the intelligence service on the spot. After
he finished his speech, organizers asked all participants to put
on “Black List” masks and suddenly switched off all lights. He

was then smuggled off from the site.

Note: During the period of martial law, the government kept a “black list” of
overseas dissidents. Apart from cancelling their passports, it also banned
them from returning to the country. With the abolition of the treason
articles in 1991, the amendment to Article 100 of the Criminal Code in May,
1992 and the abolition of the Security Bureau, the “black list” policy came
to an end.



Chen Cui-yu, who founded the School of Nursing of National
Taiwan University in 1950, was affected by the February 28
incident. After World War 11, she worked for the post-war
reconstruction of Taiwan with the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Admin. On August 26, 1988, after the memorial
service of Chen Cui-yu, the funeral committee decided to let
the funeral procession go round the Office of the President to
protest against the ruling KMT. They had altercations with the
military police in front of the Office.



In 1987, the Legislative Yuan with a KMT majority intended to
enact the legislation “National Security Act During the Period
of National Mobilization for Suppression of the Communist
Rebellion”. Frank Hsieh, Hong Chi-chang and Chiang Kai-
shih of the DPP organized the June 12 march, and gathered
at the Executive and Legislative Yuan to put pressure on
the ruling party and oppose the enactment of the National
Security Act. They clashed with the police and members of
the Anti-communist Patriotic Alliance that supported the
National Security Act. It was the largest political assembly and

demonstration since the declaration of martial law.



On April 24, 1988, residents of Gongliao district, Taipei
County went to the headquarters of Taipower to protest against
the construction of the 4th nuclear plant. Schoolchildren
held placards and shouted slogans to protect the safety and

environment of their hometown with the adults.

Note  An anti-nuclear movement began in Taiwan in 1987 due to the government’s
plan to build the fourth nuclear plant. The movement had its ups and downs
and quieted down for a while. In 2000, due to a change of government,
it was announced that the construction would stop, but it was resumed
the next year. After the nuclear disaster in Fukushima in Japan in 2011,
Taiwanese were again concerned about nuclear safety. The March 9 anti-
nuclear march in 2013 was the largest in Taiwan ever. The next year, former
DPP chairman Lin Yi-hsiung went on a hunger strike to oppose the fourth
nuclear plant. As a result, the almost finished plant was sealed by the
government on April 24, 2014.



On Dec 25, 1987, the Constitution Day was observed at
Zhongshan Hall in Taipei. Inside, DPP National Assembly
members held up fabric banners to demand full patliamentary
clections. Outside, the DPP organized the Dec 25 march,
mobilizing the people to demand parliamentary elections. The
marchers stopped the trains of Taiwan Railways from running,
and attempted to climb up the footbridges in Ximen District in

order to climb over the fences put up by the police.



In 1987, the CPC Corporation and the Ministry of Economic
Affairs decided to build the Fifth Naphtha Cracker Plant at

the Kaohsiung oil refinery. The residents of Houjing joined in

protest against the Fifth Naphtha Cracker Plant. On October

21, some 400 residents went to Taipei to petition the Executive

and Legislative Yuan and the Environmental Protection

Administration.

Note

The protest against the Fifth Naphtha Cracker Plant had an important
place in the environmental protest movement in Taiwan. Not only was it
organized by the local residents, it saw a long-term occupation around the
west entrance of the Kaohsiung oil refinery. With the government’s consent,
a first referendum was held on the construction of the Fifth Naphtha
Cracker Plant before the enactment of the Referendum Act. With a voter
turnout of more than 66%, over 60% of voters were “firmly against it”.
Even though it could not stop the plant from being built and going into
production, it forced the premier Hau Pei-tsun to stay in Houjing the night
before the start of construction to placate residents. The government also
promised to pay 1.5 billion as compensation and relocate the plant in 25
years.



On April 17, 1992, the DPP mobilized the people to demand
direct presidential elections. Senior DPP members such as
Huang Hsin-chieh staged a sit-in in front of the Office of the

President to voice their demands.




The protest against the Fifth Naphtha Cracker Plant in Houjing
in 1987.




On March 1, 1987, the Nantou county government dug up the
graves of the ancestors of indigenous people and left their
remains exposed in order to develop the Dongpu hot spring
area in the Sinyi Township. The local Bunun tribesmen and
the Taiwan Indigenous Rights Society carried a coffin to the
Executive Yuan in Taipei in protest against the desecration
of their ancestral tombs. They were joined by the blind poet
Malieyafusi Monaneng of the Paiwan tribe in Daren Township,

Taitung,



The protest against the Fifth Naphtha Cracker Plant in Houjing
in 1987.




On November 22, 1989, the black-listed Kuo Bei-hong (second
on the left) made a surprise appearance at the election rally of
the DPP in the Zhonghe sport stadium in Taipei county to
support the candidate Chou Hui-ying (first on the left), wife of
the political prisoner Tsai Yu-chuan. When he raised his hands
after giving a speech, Chou Hui-ying and others turned around

to look at the reaction of the audience.



On May 20, 1988, the peasants’ petition (May 20 Incident) saw
the first violent clashes between the police and protesters after
the lifting of martial law. A man was arrested while the police

dispersed the crowds, and was stripped naked.




The protest against the Fifth Naphtha Cracker Plant in Houjing
in 1987.




In 1988, the government decided to allow more foreign
agricultural imports into Taiwan. Since this might affect the
livelihood of local farmers, Lin Guo-hua and Hsiao Yu-chen
from the Yunlin Peasants’ Rights Association led a group of
farmers from Southern Taiwan to petition in Taipei. When the
marchers reached the Legislative Yuan, they had the first clashes
with the police. In the afternoon, the clashes grew in scale, with
the people engaging in guerilla warfare with the military police

in the streets.



In 1988, farmers from Southern Taiwan travelled north to
petition in Taipei. Young and old protesters marched from the
Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall to the Legislative Yuan to issue seven
demands, including full insurance coverage for farmers and their
families, free trading of fertilizers, increasing the guaranteed
price and purchase area of rice, abolishing the election of the
secretary-general of the Agricultural Co-operative, abolishing the
election of the president of Taiwan Joint Irrigation Association,
establishing a ministry of agriculture and the freedom to buy

and sell agricultural land.





