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NI Chiang-Huai

1894-1943
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Ni Chiang-Huai was born in 1894 in the Tomita-cho area of Taipei City (present-day Gongguan in Da’an
District, near the College of Bioresources and Agriculture of National Taiwan University). His biological
father, surnamed Chiang, died young, and the name Chiang-Huai (31%) was chosen in remembrance
of his late father after his mother married Ni Chi-Yuan, a teacher at a private classical Chinese school. In
1909, Ni Chiang-Huai graduated from Ruifang Public School and was admitted to the Second Division of
Teacher Training Department of Taiwan Governor-General’s Kokugo School, now National Taipei University
of Education. Shortly after enrolling, Ni studied drawing and painting under Kinichiro Ishikawa, as did
Chen Cheng-Po, Kuo Po-Chuan, and Wang Baiyuan in roughly the same period. During his three years at
the Kokugo School, Ni was deeply influenced by Ishikawa, which laid the foundation for his later artistic
development. Beginning in 1917, while working in the mining industry, Ni continued painting and drawing
from nature, traveling widely in Keelung, Ruifang, Hsinchu, Nantou, and Cape Eluanbi, and leaving a great
number of drawings, watercolors, and oil paintings depicting these areas. Records also show that during this
period, he often went on sketching trips with his mentor Ishikawa.

In 2022, the family of Ni Chiang-Huai donated nearly 500 items, including works by the artist, his art
collection, diaries, books, and documents, to the Museum. In 2024, Ni’s family made another contribution,
this time comprising forty-two figure drawings, three ink paintings, five watercolors, and one oil painting.
Notably, all figure drawings were carefully preserved in a specially made, tin-plated tube, a measure
employed by Ni’s family in response to bombing raids during World War Il. When opened many years later,
the tube was like a time capsule reflecting the artist’s unyielding dedication to his painting.

Subject matter in these forty-two figure drawings is wide-ranging, including young children, women, the
elderly, and even pregnant and nude figures. The works showcase the artist’s solid training and skill
in capturing the momentary expressions and postures of his subjects. He used charcoal and pencil,
demonstrating technical mastery in layering light and shadow, and employed simple lines to capture
each individual’s unique spirit. This bears witness to his Western-style academic training in art education
at school. Among these more than forty drawings is a portrait of his adoptive father, Ni Chi-Yuan, and
a rare quick sketch of a nude pregnant figure. It is clear that Ni Chiang-Huai cleverly seized upon rare
opportunities—enlisting his family members into service as models to practice and improve his drawing
technique.

The donation also includes four works featuring Keelung Harbor and sketched with pencil and paintbrush.
Three of these, titled Keelung’s Inner Harbor, present three fishing boats at anchor in the foreground, and
sailboats, steamboats, and smaller craft recorded from the same angle yet at different times of the day in the
middle and background. These works capture the harbor’s thriving maritime activity, as well as Ni’s attentive
dedication to drawing the harbor’s scenery. This lot also contains five watercolor paintings demonstrating
Ni’s excellent facility with the medium, including Country Road and Horse Carriage Under Shade Trees,
for which he employed quick brushwork to capture the scenery before him. Ni was never not painting or
drawing, and his energetic and diligent brushwork is vividly on display in these works—such that one can
still feel his abundant creative energy today. (Seeing Wu)
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= H[E# Keelung Harbor
€. 1931
2 4% Ink on paper
47 X 62 cm
882 Donation 2024.0002.007

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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EPEAE (—) Keelung’s Inner Harbor (1) EFERE (=) Keelung’s Inner Harbor (2)

€. 1931 €. 1931

2=~ #% Ink on paper ==~ #% Ink on paper

39 x57 cm 39x57 cm

1882 Donation 2024.0002.008 1882 Donation 2024.0002.009

138 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 139
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;=M Creekside Farmhouse
c. 1926

SEF ~ 275 Oilon canvas
45x59 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.001

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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E<i] HFEPE (=) Keelung’s Inner Harbor (3)
€. 1931
#558 ~ 4% Pencil on paper
46.5x 62 cm
$8E2 Donation 2024.0002.010

142 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 143



#% (—) YoungGirl (1) M2 (=) YoungGirl (2)

FRAREE Date unknown FERAEE Date unknown

fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper RZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
62 X 47 cm 63 X475 cm

$BHE Donation 2024.0002.011 }88E Donation 2024.0002.012

144 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 145



R FHILE Girl with Braids MEELE Girl with Braids

FRARFE Date unknown FERAEE Date unknown

fxZE ~ #% Charcoal on paper fxZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
63 X 47.5 cm 63 x46.5cm

1B Donation 2024.0002.013 3888 Donation 2024.0002.034

146 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 147



ETEKAYEEA Woman in Flowered Tunic ElE3ZR9%% A Woman at Round Table

FRAREE Date unknown FRAREE Date unknown
fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper RZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
62 X 47 cm 62 X 47 cm

3882 Donation 2024.0002.014 }B8E Donation 2024.0002.015

148 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 149
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1% A48 (—) Portrait of a Seated Lady (1)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

63 x46.5cm

8B Donation 2024.0002.016

1R A48 (=) Portrait of a Seated Lady (2)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

63 x47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.017

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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1B A4 (=) Portrait of a Seated Lady (3)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

63 X475 cm

#8582 Donation 2024.0002.018

© ALK IRERE BEXE

A Portrait of a Lady
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper
62.5 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.019

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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WERFHIRA Woman Holding Child
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.020

ZEYE Portrait of a Seated Girl
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.021

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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BRBALE Portrait of a Woman Seated at a Table 5FA B8 Profile Portrait of a Lady

FRAREE Date unknown FERAREE Date unknown

fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper RZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
62 X 47 cm 63 X475 cm

#8882 Donation 2024.0002.022 $8H8E Donation 2024.0002.023

156 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 157
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EF Portrait of a Man
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper
63 x47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.024

SEF{8l%& Portrait of a Leaning Man
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

63 x48 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.025

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved

159



160

hEEEF 8 Portrait of a Middle-Aged Man
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.026

LG ((RETT) Portrait of Artist’s Father (Ni Chi-Yuan)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.027

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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#1348 Portrait of an Old Woman
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.028

EEA Portrait of an Elderly Woman
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

62.5x48 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.031

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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BIF4ZE Seated Female Nude 122 A Partially Nude Lady

FRARFE Date unknown FRAREE Date unknown

fXZE ~ #K Charcoal on paper fxZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
62.5Xx48 cm 62 X 47 cm

B8 Donation 2024.0002.029 182 Donation 2024.0002.030

164 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 165
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EAEE1% Half-Body Portrait of a Woman
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

63 x47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.032

HZIF AL Portrait of a Woman by a Table
FERAREE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

63 X475 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.033

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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i 44% (—) Portrait of a Pregnant Lady (1)
FERARFE Date unknown

f%ZE ~ #% Charcoal on paper

62.5X47.5cm

3882 Donation 2024.0002.035

168 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 169
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ZoZ & () Portrait of a Pregnant Lady (2)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

62.5x47.5 cm

B8 Donation 2024.0002.036

© ALK IRERE BEXE

ZpiE e (=) Portrait of a Pregnant Lady (3)
FERAREE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

62.5 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.037

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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{BlEAZ28% (— ) Pregnant Lady Lying on Side (1)
FERAREE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

47 x62.5cm

$8E2 Donation 2024.0002.038

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

{BIEAZEY% (=) Pregnant Lady Lying on Side (2)
FERAREE Date unknown

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

47 X 62 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.039

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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21551 Nude, Back View
FERARFE Date unknown

RZE ~ # Charcoal on paper
475x62 cm

8B Donation 2024.0002.040

174 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 175
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1% AEA& Portrait of a Reclining Woman
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper
475%62.5cm

#8582 Donation 2024.0002.041

{HIENEIE 3 5% (— ) Portrait of a Recling Nude (1)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

62.5 X475 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.042

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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BIEAEIZE B8 (=) Portrait of a Recling Nude (2)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

47 x62.5cm

$BE2 Donation 2024.0002.043

© ALK IRERE BEXE

RIEAEIFE 518 (=) Portrait of a Recling Nude (3)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

475X 62 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.044

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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BBEE 72 Male Nude
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper
62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.045

R#&#% (—) Portrait of an 0ld Man (1)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.046

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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K#% (Z) Portrait of an Old Man (2)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

62 X 47 cm

$BE2 Donation 2024.0002.047
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© ALK IRERE BEXE

K#1% (=) Portrait of an Old Man (3)
FERARFE Date unknown

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

62.5 X 47 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.048

A

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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RIS EIEA4L{E (—) Portrait of an Elderly Woman Seated in a Rattan Chair (1) BEISEIEAL S (=) Portrait of an Elderly Woman Seated in a Rattan Chair (2)

FERAFE Date unknown FRAFE Date unknown

fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper RZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
62.5 X 47 cm 62.5 X 47 cm

$BHE Donation 2024.0002.049 }88E Donation 2024.0002.050

184 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 185
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BF =A% Portrait of Mother and Children
FERARFE Date unknown

RZE ~ # Charcoal on paper

62.5X47.5cm

8B Donation 2024.0002.051

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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K KIG1ZRTE Neighborhood in Dait 6 tei (Dadaocheng)
€. 1929
IKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper
55.5x77 cm
882 Donation 2024.0002.002

188 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 189



=Jt%B4 Taipei Outskirts SKI7K Tamsui

€. 1930 c. 1936
IKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper IKF ~ # Watercolor on paper
64 x78.5cm 64.5x103 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.004

1582 Donation 2024.0002.003

190 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 191
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#BE& Country Road
FERAREE Date unknown

JKF ~ #& Watercolor on paper
33 x24cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.005

© ALK IRERE BEXE

REETHIEE Horse Carriage Under Shade Trees
FERAREE Date unknown

JKF ~ # Watercolor on paper

25x34 cm

882 Donation 2024.0002.006

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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