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Lii Jiin-Shiow, a representative woman artist of the 1990s contemporary art movement in Taiwan,
created work with intense individuality and life energy. She passed away at the early age of 50, leaving
behind spiritual imagery that Parisian artist Chen Ying Teh described as, “Creating penetrating space
within the formless.” In 2005, the Museum held The Movement of the Bamboo Stool—A Memorial
Exhibition of LI, Jiin-shiow, named for a bamboo stool, a portable piece of furniture Lii frequently sat
upon and symbolizing her status in married life. However, in contrast to the expendable nature of a
stool, Lii established a position in the art field that continues to transcend the limits of her life.

Early on, the Museum collected ten works by Lii spanning different stages of her art career, in a variety
of art media, and fully embodying her exploration of painting forms and creative spirit. In 2024, six
new works, including oils and sketches, were added to the collection focusing on her extemporaneous
depictions of everyday observations and inner emotions. In one sketchbook, the fluid rhythm of her
lines and handling of space not only continue her usual visual language but also reflect her heightened
sensitivity toward life and nature.

Lii’s early representative Family series depicts a group portrait of friends and family, for which she
used a photo-negative effect and areas of dark color to suggest both the experience of staring and
alienation. In Family, she distinctly outlined the figures, yet their features are muddled, situating them
between memory and illusion. They vaguely reveal an anxiety arising from the unknown or unease,
as if they are deeply attached to interpersonal relationships, family, and life. This reflects the artist’s
profound understanding of identity and emotional relationships.

People Walking is representative of the period when Lii studied in France in the 1980s. At the time, she
focused on researching transparent materials and drawing from her daily encounters with architecture
to reinterpret space. From visual phenomena such as transparency and reflections, Lii developed a
unique painting language, in which she considered spatial arrangement and expressed her perception
of shifting light and shadow on the canvas. She also depicted continually emerging imagery and
motion in space to manifest her profound thoughts on a contemporary sense of space while arranging
unique poetic atmospheres. By closely observing from various perspectives, Lii composed interlacing
shadows and objects with dynamic tension to unlock a state of complete freedom.

For many years, Lii had kept sketchbooks where she used pencil, charcoal, crayon, ball-point pen,
ink and brush, and other media to spontaneously record everyday objects and seemingly ordinary
moments from daily life. In Sketchbooks A, B, and C, we find an electric fan, bamboo stool, tableware,
plastic chair, portraits of family members, and even studies of her own body. Her mark-making was free
and intuitive in these deeply contemplative observations of daily life, which also served as emotional
outlets. The sketchbooks also contain some nature drawing completed out of doors, with a particular
focus on gestures of tree trunks and branches. She rendered these natural formations and structures
with a calligraphic sensibility, thus revealing her deep foundation in Eastern humanistic thought and
acute sensitivity to the dynamic movement of line.

Lii continually cultivated her work while balancing her responsibilities to family and teaching. Although
her life was short, she left a large body of work with a distinct artistic language, testifying to her
sustained exploration of painting media and spatial structures. The six works mentioned here span
Lii’s different creative periods and various artistic styles, reflecting key segments in the artist’s oeuvre.
Among these acquisitions, the three sketchbooks are important documents of Lii’s thinking and
observations of life. For the Museum’s goal of constructing a history of Taiwanese women artists and

researching the artistic life of Lii Jiin-Shiow, these works hold irreplaceable value. Gwritten by Kat Linjhen Siao,
editted by Seeing Wu)
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@ HE K& Family 17EMA People Walking

1981 1985

S ~ 275 Oil on canvas JE5eDEER] ~ A4 Acrylic on paper
97 x 146 cm 34x90cm

8% Purchase 2024.0009.001 5f#E Purchase 2024.0009.002
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E3] FHA A Sketchbook A
1991
EHE BHE K B B2FE -RFE K
Ink, crayon, colored pencil, watercolor, photograph, felt-tip pen and ballpoint pen on paper
27 x19 cm
F2f8 Purchase 2024.0009.003
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%A B Sketchbook B

1991

FEBE K

¥

CRFERTFE

~ IKF

B

-
Ink, crayon, pencil, watercolor, felt-tip pen, ballpoint pen and colored marker on paper

27 x19 cm

=

B2 Purchase 2024.0009.004
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/A C Sketchbook C

1993

WE B KR BFE RFE MR

Crayon, pencil, watercolor, felt-tip pen and ballpoint pen on paper
27 x19 cm

52f8 Purchase 2024.0009.005
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