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HO Te-Lai
1904-1986

(KA Tokurai)
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Born in Tam-bin-6o Village, Shinchiku Prefecture (today’s Tanwen Village, Zaogiao Township, Miaoli County),
Ho Te-Lai went to Japan in 1912 to attend elementary school. Upon returning to Taiwan, he entered Taiwan
Public Taichung Higher Ordinary School (predecessor of today’s Taichung Municipal Taichung First Senior
High School). In 1927, ranking first on the entrance exam, Ho entered the Western Painting Department at
Tokyo Fine Arts School, where he studied with Wada Eisaku, a luminary of the contemporary yoga school.
During his school years, Ho formed the Red Sun Painting Society with classmates from Taiwan Liao Chi-Chun,
Chen Cheng-Po, and Yen Shui-Long. A year after returning to Taiwan in 1932, Ho established the Hsinchu Art
Research Association with Lee Tze-Fan and Tani Kiichi, actively promoting local modern art development. In
1934, he returned to Japan seeking treatment for a stomach ailment and ultimately settled in Tokyo. Starting
in 1947, he continued to exhibit works as a member of the Japanese avant-garde art group Shinkdzosha.
Aside from a brief visit to attend his solo exhibition in 1956, Ho never returned to his homeland of Taiwan,
nor did he ever become a Japanese citizen.

In 1994, Ho Te-Lai’s nephew Fujita Togei (Ho Teng-Ching) donated more than one-hundred of the artist’s
significant works and documents to the Museum. In 2023, the Museum once again mounted a Ho Te-Lai
retrospective, this one titled Keeping to My Path: A Retrospective of Ka Tokurai, and, with the assistance of
family members in Taiwan and Japan, presented many never before exhibited paintings and calligraphic
works. After the exhibition closed, family members Ho Chuan-Hsuan and Fujita Koki donated an additional
eight oil paintings, two ink paintings, one drawing, fifty calligraphy works, and two volumes of valuable
manuscripts.

Works added to the collection in this cycle include Toad, Nikkuo Lake, Mt. Fuji, and Sunset, all painted
in Japan. Inspired by garden scenery at the artist’s Meguro City home in Tokyo, or lakefront and Mt. Fuji
views, as well as by the interplay between moonlight and sunlight, these works showcase Ho’s sustained
contemplation and exploration of nature and the sublimation of his deep emotions. Other acquisitions
include Old Town at Daybreak and New Moon, large-scale oil and charcoal paintings he left unframed (or
possibly unfinished), which contrast the sun and moon—a rare subject in the artist’s oeuvre. In addition to
oils and quick sketches, Ho continued his pursuit of calligraphy and ink painting, and his rarely seen Egret
and Shoal, in which he used finger painting as a concrete practice, demonstrate his pursuit of a “brush
beyond ink and brush.” Using fingers, palms, and nails is a very freeing technique seen in traditional Chinese
literati painting, and Ho used it to explore the connection between the physical and spiritual in painting,
while developing spontaneity, intuition and sense of life flow in his brushstrokes.

Ho Te-Lai’s numerous calligraphic works, spanning from 1945 to 1984, primarily consist of tanka poems that
he composed himself and blend elegant classical language with simple modern vocabulary to express his life
experiences or creative reflections. His style was diverse, and his interpretations of the scripts he chose were
not bound by traditional form. He often used two brushes dipped in varied shades of ink to create dynamic,
superimposed images, or arranged characters freely, transforming symbols of writing into abstract visual
elements to form his unique calligraphic painting style. Ho was deeply inspired by both the meaning and
imagery inherent in traditional Eastern characters. In his calligraphy work Oriental Writing, he wrote: “Chinese
characters are elegant and profound. Upon closer inspection, they are both paintings and teachings that
instill reverence.” This is evident in his single-character calligraphy works Journey and Longevity, as well as
in his oil painting Love, where he demonstrated his spirit of thinking and experimentation bridging East and
West, text and image, and calligraphy and painting.

Ho Te-Lai refused to participate in the official government exhibition system, and the paintings, calligraphy,
and poems that he left behind ultimately present a style that is more distinctive than those of his
contemporaries. His profound insights regarding life, time, war, and peace forged a creative path that was

uniguely his own, enriching Taiwanese art history with a diverse imagination and broader perspectives.
(Hsu Hui-Chi)
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2 BEE Egret

FERAREE Date unknown

2~ #% Ink on paper
135.5x35cm
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FERARFE Date unknown

2 #% Inkon paper
135.5x35¢cm
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EZ¥E My Cheek #EPR.Z % Within Infinity
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H¥EF Oriental Writing BDZHFE My Heart’s Flight through the Sky

1956 1956

2 # Ink on paper 2 #% Inkon paper
133.5x34.5cm 133x34.5cm

#8582 Donation 2024.0001.015 #5882 Donation 2024.0001.016

R e AT Lh 4

B =R BE BB BE
moxE M OF M Mo
=i = = kX =0
+ & + E + z=  +
~—F - F — K — Z
F m F |Z F 17 F %
m o o n® IR
A& B » A A Xk
+ # + L T& + L
H & H non o F
) L HB HO
1A] Al & 10 H
4 L il & I &£
&5 H % D
2z £ =
Iy = = e
1 0
B% = = =
7 iy L
= 9 1Ca =
1 4 15 D
IEE 73: N
# 9 =
S = n
L g
A\
5
A

L
T

020 © Zvha e iRiERTE BIELR © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 021



R May It Be a Good Year
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f'S What Can | Say?
1957

2 # Ink on paper
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3 Light Bd&-2 Fate-2

1957 1958

2=~ #% Ink on paper =~ #% Ink on paper

136 x34.5 cm 42 x59 cm
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fEPEK Painting Poetry
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B

HoJ, Sages and Commoners
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~ #& Ink on paper

~ #& Ink on paper
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5B The Soviet Rocket 1REEBRE Green Leaves Wither and Fall
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~ #& Ink on paper

136 x 35 cm
}882% Donation 2024.0001.028
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EIEM Miyagi Michio
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=E The Miyagi Family
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~ #& Ink on paper
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B Nature
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JBIEE 4 A lLife of Warmth and Affection
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% Double Dragons —4 =R Alife of Bliss and Rage
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2=~ #% Ink on paper 2= ~ #% Ink on paper
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;&E Tidy Garden
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BR7% 52 Bells Ring on New Year’s Eve
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#1ti& Bushido (The Samurai Code)
1980

2~ #% Ink on paper
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#i£#H -1 New Light on New Year’s Day-1

1981

2 ~ #% Ink on paper

136 x35cm
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/NG -4 Small Work—4 ARIEE Integrity

FERAFE Date unknown FRAFE Date unknown

2 # Ink on paper 2 #% Inkon paper
34.5x35cm 35x35.5¢cm
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A People fEi¥EE Flitting toward a Flower

FERAFE Date unknown FRAFE Date unknown

2 « 4% Ink on paper 2~ #% Ink on paper

28 x34 cm 34x 87 cm
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#I1> Red Heart

FRAREE Date unknown

2 # Ink on paper
137x35cm

1882 Donation 2024.0001.049
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#& The Arrival of Spring
FERARFE Date unknown
Z ~ # Inkon paper
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B EZ&S White Bird, Sea of Spring #BILR The Landscape in My Heart

FRAREE Date unknown FARAFE Date unknown

2 # Ink on paper 2 #% Inkon paper

133 x34.5cm 23.5x43 cm
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¥k Earth MEZ Asuka-kai Art Association

FERAFE Date unknown FERAREE Date unknown

2=~ #% Ink on paper =~ #% Ink on paper

119x19 cm 135x34.5¢cm
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060

HER—E The Earth Is One Country

1945

2 #% Ink on paper
36x6cCm

88 Donation 2024.0001.055
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© ALK IRERE BEXE

k&% —5% Print No.1

1961

2~ #% Ink on paper

36 x6cm

882 Donation 2024.0001.056
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BAZit> The Heart of Japan HE2 White and Black

FERAFE Date unknown FRAFE Date unknown

2 « 4% Ink on paper 2~ #% Ink on paper
36x6cm 36x6cm

B8 Donation 2024.0001.057 #85% Donation 2024.0001.058
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064

Z&2E TheSeain Spring
FERARFE Date unknown

2 # Ink on paper
36x6cm

B8 Donation 2024.0001.059
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= Longevity

1984

2~ 4% Ink on colored paper
15x13 cm

B2 Donation 2024.0001.006

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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(0] sz EZ{EA Toad EISBZM Nikkuo Lake

FERARFE Date unknown 1952

SE¥ ~ =71 Oilon canvas SH¥ ~ =741 Oil on canvas
16x23cm 275 X 45 cm

#5882 Donation 2024.0001.001 #5882 Donation 2024.0001.002
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068

E+ Mt Fuji

1970

SHF ~ 278 Oil on canvas
32x41cm

#8E2 Donation 2024.0001.003

Z Love

FERARFE Date unknown

JEF ~ 275 Oilon canvas
9x11.5¢cm

882 Donation 2024.0001.004

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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%H Sunset H Sunset

1981 1956

SH¥ ~ =71 Oilon canvas SEF ~ AAHR 0l on wood
16x23 cm 15.5x22.5cm

#5882 Donation 2024.0001.007 #2882 Donation 2024.0001.008
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072

Bz 2z i Old Town at Daybreak

FERARFE Date unknown

SHIF ~ REE ~ #70 Oil and charcoal on canvas
98 x220 cm

882 Donation 2024.0001.009

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

7B New Moon

FERARFE Date unknown

S~ RZE ~ £77 Oiland charcoal on canvas
98.5x218 cm

882 Donation 2024.0001.010

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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H B2 Mt Fuji-2
1984
KF S S5 - 4K Pigment and pencil on paper
24 x33 cm
882 Donation 2024.0001.005

074 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 075





