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Born to a prominent Hsinchu family in 1931, Cheng Chung-Chuan was the tenth of thirteen children.
As a student at National Hsinchu Girls” Senior High School, she manifested an interest in painting,
often representing her school at painting competitions and winning prizes. She later obtained
a recommendation from high school principal Chiang Rui-Peng and successfully tested into the
Department of Fine Arts at Taiwan Provincial Teachers College in 1952. While at college, she was
influenced by the styles of her mentors Liao Chi-Chun, Sun Duoci, Chu Teh-Chun, Chao Chung-Hsiang,
and others, and also diligently studied drawing and representational painting techniques with Lee
Shih-Chiao at his studio. After graduating, Cheng and her classmate Chen Ching-Jung were invited to
join the Fifth Moon Group established by Liu Kuo-Sung, Kuo Tong-Jong, Kuo Yu-Lun, and Li Fang. In May
of 1957, the group held its inaugural exhibition featuring the work of six artists at Taipei’'s Zhongshan
Hall. In the same year, Cheng Chung-Chuan married Liang Fu-Chuan, to whom she was introduced by
her teacher Liao Chi-Chun, and then the couple moved to Tokyo.

After her marriage, Cheng stopped painting for almost a decade, but then at the end of the 1960s,
she stepped into the painting studio of her children’s art teacher, the atmosphere of which felt both
intimate and refreshing. She said, “My entire being came alive” to describe her state of mind at the
time. The Museum collection had already held eleven of Cheng’s works before this collection cycle,
when the artist generously donated an additional 55 works to the Museum, including sketchbooks,
one containing pastel sketches and another acrylic sketches, completed between 1999 and 2023; 19
figurative charcoal sketches made in the 1990s; and 34 oil paintings made from 1970 to 2017. Among
these donations is Cheng’s 1970 work Suburban Scenery, which explores the incorporation of mental
imagery into a representative work painted with highly textured impasto.

Photographs taken of Cheng when she was young show her with short tousled hair, and a smiling and
straightforward expression. Her appearance seems to accord with a statement she once made: “I deal
with things as they come my way. This is my character. In my mind, | am a very free and spontaneous
person.”’ Her 1989 representative work Melancholy can be seen as the artist’s self portrait, which,
although titled “melancholy,” presents an expression of restraint and an enigmatic smile. An emerald
green pendant and red shirt, which casts a red glow on her face and hair, contrast the drifting white
stardust-like flecks in the painting’s background. The subject of the painting projects a quiet and
meager joy, seemingly having come to terms with reality’s constraints. However, not too much later,
Cheng was invited to hold a 1991 solo exhibition in Japan on the occasion of her 60" birthday, and was
about to embark on a new chapter in her life. Starting in 1991, Cheng had frequently traveled between
Taiwan and Japan, and regularly exhibited work with the Fifth Moon Group, Women’s Art Association of
Taipei, Japan’s Women Touring Exhibition, and the Hijumi Exhibition. Finally in 2003, she settled once
again in her hometown of Hsinchu.

From her work in the Museum collection, it can be seen that in the late 1990s, Cheng started painting
figures that gradually blended into the background and featured long necks, facial expressions, and
bodies in the style of Italian painter Amedeo Modigliani. Then at the end of the century, she abruptly
joined the ranks of abstract painters by blending natural scenery, such as clouds, fields, tree twigs, the
ocean, sun and moon, and swirling clouds into her work, as if casting off the fetters of the previous
stage of her life to become reacquainted with the young, free spirited, and happy girl she once was.
Cheng once said that she was profoundly influenced by Irish author and New Thought minister Joseph
Murphy’s book The Power of Your Subconscious Mind. In the book, Murphy likened the subconscious to
a photographer’s darkroom, and said everything in life is manifested by the images developed in this
darkroom. Looking back at Cheng’s work, it can be seen that the energy and passion she accumulated
over the years flowed non-stop through her brush and into the images she created. (Seeing Wu)

1 Postwar Female Artists—Cheng Chung-Chuan, video, accessed September 1, 2024, https://imedia.culture.tw/channel/nhclac/zh_tw/
media/131392.
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ZBSMES Suburban Scenery
1970

SR ~ &7 Oilon canvas

42 X 54 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.001
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F Meloncholy {8 Reminiscing

1989 1991

¥ ~ 271 Oilon canvas S ~ 278 0Oilon canvas

61 x50 cm 61x73cm

1882 Donation 2023.0021.002 1882 Donation 2023.0021.003

144 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 145



E48 Meditation JUE Contemplation

1991 1993

SEF ~ 271 Oilon canvas SER ~ #7h Oilon canvas

41 x28 cm 46 x38cm

1882 Donation 2023.0021.004 B8 Donation 2023.0021.005

146 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 147



3E15 Pathos EHE Pose

1993 1994

SH¥ ~ 276 Oilon canvas SH¥ ~ 75 Oilon canvas
73x61cm 73x61cm

182 Donation 2023.0021.006 1852 Donation 2023.0021.007

148 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 149
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&L Deep in the Mountains
1995

SH¥ ~ 275 Oilon canvas
73x61cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.008

© ALK IRERE BEXE

#2EF Daybreak

1995

S ~ E70 Oilon canvas

91 x117 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.009

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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58 Soul

1999

SEF ~ #71 Oilon canvas
38x127 cm

#8B2 Donation 2023.0021.010

152 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 153
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;&% Redolence

1999

SH¥ ~ 76 Oil on canvas

46 x53 cm

#5882 Donation 2023.0021.011

© ST REFTE BIEXR

A (#EZEIV) Tai Chi-Il (Untitled)
2000

SE¥ ~ £77 Oilon canvas

80x117 cm

#5882 Donation 2023.0021.012

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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%15 Scattered & Aspiration

2000 2002
SH¥ ~ 278 Oilon canvas SH¥Z ~ 270 Oilon canvas
61x73cm 162 x97 cm

3882 Donation 2023.0021.013 #882 Donation 2023.0021.014

156 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 157



£Z7% Seeking Splender @ Bashful

2003 2004
SH¥ ~ =71 Oilon canvas SEF ~ 2747 Oilon canvas
61x73cm 53 x65cm

#5882 Donation 2023.0021.015 #5882 Donation 2023.0021.016

158 © Zvha e iRiERTE BIELR © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 159



#3T Shoals at Sunset FE Twilight

2004 2004

¥ ~ 271 Oilon canvas S ~ 275 0Oil on canvas

73 x91cm 65x91cm

#8588 Donation 2023.0021.017 1852 Donation 2023.0021.018

160 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 161



I#% Heartstrings & Wilderness

2005 2006

SH¥ ~ =70 Oilon canvas SHN ~ 275 Oil on canvas
80x116 cm 53x73cm

#5882 Donation 2023.0021.019 #5882 Donation 2023.0021.020

162 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 163



Iz Steadfast & Clan

2008 2009

SH¥ ~ 275 Oilon canvas SH¥Z ~ 270 Oil on canvas
162 x 116 cm 80x 117 cm

3882 Donation 2023.0021.021 $88% Donation 2023.0021.022

164 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 165



J& Bend & Qi

2009 2010

SE¥ ~ £77 Oilon canvas SE ~ #71 Oilon canvas
117 x80 cm 146 x113 cm

1882 Donation 2023.0021.023 1882 Donation 2023.0021.024

166 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 167
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#5 1l Free-1l

2010

S ~ E75 Oilon canvas
45x38 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.025

© ST REFTE BIEXR
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i State of Mind

2011

SEFZ ~ 275 Oilon canvas
163 x336 cm

#8E2 Donation 2023.0021.026

170 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 171
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72 Night Sky

2011

SH¥ ~ 76 Oilon canvas
50x61cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.027

© ALK IRERE BEXE

& Enlightenment

2013

B2 EER ~ 7R Acrylic on canvas
163 x112cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.028
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e Idealism

Z5h Magnanimity
2015 2016
B2 EER ~ 7R Acrylic on canvas JESHEA A5 Acrylic on canvas
91x72cm 61x73cm
$882 Donation 2023.0021.030

#5882 Donation 2023.0021.029

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved 175
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BA$E Clear Mirror

2017

g HEER] ~ 4R Acrylic on canvas
163 x112 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.031

176 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 177



% Towering & Far Away

2017 2018

B35 HEBRE ~ 4 Acrylic on canvas [B55 HEER ~ EFF Acrylic on canvas
41 x51 cm 116 x80 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.033 3882 Donation 2023.0021.032

178 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 179



B ¥ EBIEAR Sketchbook (Acrylics)

2010-2013

JE5EEERL ~ A Acrylic on paper

HM Binding: 31 x 42 cm, WE Pages: 30.5 x 40.5 cm (x10)
88 Donation 2023.0021.054

180 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 181



IKF #BSXAIEE Garden of Saga Nabeshima Clan Mansion
1973-1975
IKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper
36 x24.5 cm
882 Donation 2023.0021.035

182 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 183



E<i] MR BYEAR Sketchbook (Pastels)
1999-2000
KR~ 4K Pastel on paper
HE Binding: 33x 26 cm, WE. Pages: 33 x 24.5 cm (x7)
882 Donation 2023.0021.055

184 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 185



AMERE (2R7&lll) Sketch of Liang Fu-Chuan REZE4 Female Nude with Ponytail

1973-1975 1990-1993

5 ~ 4% Pencil on paper xZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
35x24 cm 44 x30 cm

3882 Donation 2023.0021.034 3882 Donation 2023.0021.036

186 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 187
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FHRE#E 2 (A) Female Nude with Bent Knee (A)
1992

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

65 x50 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.041
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© ALK IRERE BEXE

EhiB#E % (B) Female Nude with Bent Knee (B)
1990-1993

fREE ~ #& Charcoal on paper

44 x30 cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.037

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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SHEA#E 2 Reclining Female Nude
1990-1993

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

37 x52cm

$8E2 Donation 2023.0021.038

© ALK IRERE BEXE

$871#8 % Female Nude and Mirror
1990-1993

fRZE ~ #K Charcoal on paper
62.5x50 cm

1882 Donation 2023.0021.039

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved



B8 Reading

1992

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper
32.5x45.5cm

1582 Donation 2023.0021.040

192 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 193
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%48 % (A) Female Nude Hugging Knees (A)
1993

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

44 x30cm

88 Donation 2023.0021.042

© ALK IRERE BEXE

¥f%48% (B) Female Nude Hugging Knees (B)
1993

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

52x37cm

88 Donation 2023.0021.043

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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%1F Waiting

1994

RZE ~ # Charcoal on paper
65.5 x50 cm

3882 Donation 2023.0021.044

o

T

196 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 197
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{AIEA#2 % (A) Female Nude Lying on Side (A)
1995

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

33 x50 cm

$88% Donation 2023.0021.045

© ALK IRERE BEXE

{BIEA#2 % (B) Female Nude Lying on Side (B)
1995

fREE « #& Charcoal on paper

33 x50 cm

B8 Donation 2023.0021.046
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© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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15 18 %58 BackView of Female Nude on Chair
1995

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

36x25cm

882 Donation 2023.0021.047

© ALK IRERE BEXE

B &uh%E Standing Female Nude
1995

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper
52x37cm

$8E2 Donation 2023.0021.048

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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HEAESLE Contemplating, Chin Resting in Hand
1996

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

66 x50 cm

$88 Donation 2023.0021.049

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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1Hi218 & 448 Seated Female Nude
1996

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper

50 x 65 cm

#8582 Donation 2023.0021.050

© ALK IRERE BEXE

B% AtEase

1996

fREE ~ #&% Charcoal on paper
65 x50 cm

#8B2 Donation 2023.0021.051

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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&M Relaxing V8% ER Lady in a Hat

1996 1998

fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper xZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
50 x 65 cm 65x50 cm

#8582 Donation 2023.0021.052 }88E Donation 2023.0021.053

206 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 207





