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Born in Taipei in 1953, Lien Der-Cheng graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the Department of Fine
Arts at National Taiwan Normal University in 1979, and then with a master’s degree from the Department
of Art and Art History at University of North Carolina in 1983. Lien then returned to Taiwan, and in 1986
started participating in exhibitions. In 1989, he founded the non-profit exhibition space and art group
Space Two and held several solo exhibitions. In 2004, his work was exhibited at the Museum in the two
shows The Multiform Nineties: Taiwan’s Art Branches Out and The Transitional Eighties: Taiwan’s Art Breaks
New Ground. Lien is considered a representative artist of the 1990s Taiwanese art world.

In 1995, Lien’s 1992 works The News #4 and Untitled (Hua Min Guo Zhong) were exhibited at the ART
TAIWAN of the Venice Biennale. Also, 1995 marked the one-hundredth anniversary of the Biennale and
was the first year the Museum curated the exhibition held at the Biennale’s Taiwan Pavilion, for which an
international jury selected the five Taiwanese artists Lien Der-Cheng, Huang Chin-Ho, Wu Mali, Hou Chun-
Ming, and Huang Chih-Yang to exhibit work. Lien’s Untitled (Hua Min Guo Zhong) entered the Museum
collection in 2023.

In an artist statement about Untitled (Hua Min Guo Zhong) Lien wrote, “My intention was to juxtapose
three different modes of expression—figuration, abstraction, and writing—in a two dimensional painting,
and to retain the fragmented nature of each while also giving free play to any mutual provocations that
might arise between them. In this way, | was seeking an erotic interpretation.” Although this statement
makes his intentions very clear, his way of presenting juxtapositions in the work seems to generate
deliberately ambiguous and divergent interpretations. His perverse manipulation of images and words in
his work provokes viewers in precise ways, and both mocks and reflects on the power structures inherent
in everyday language.

First, it is writing that provides the provocation in Untitled (Hua Min Guo Zhong) subverting what is taken
for granted and then leads to discomfort in the viewer. Obviously, the work is intended for readers of
Chinese, as the artist has reordered “HEEERE” (trans. “The Republic of China”) as “2EERE " (Hua
Min Guo Zhong). This subtle trap leads viewers, at first glance, to mistakenly read a message that is not
supported by their visual perception, and leaves them to reconcile the error on their own. Next, the work’s
abstract element can be found in the rectangle divided into red and blue, which is a clear reference to
the national flag of Taiwan—composed of a white sun and blue sky on a red field. The artist, however,
rotated the rectangle 90 degrees clockwise, alluding to the political division created in Taiwan after the
Kuomintang government arrived in 1949. The figurative element of the work is a drawing of a stag beetle
rendered larger than the red and blue flag diagram. This figuration seems to convey the least amount of
information of the painting’s three elements while being the most objective and easiest to decontextualize,
further thwarting the successful reception of any distinct message sent by the artist. The beetle may also
lead to erroneous associations with a biology class, especially because the characters “BJF”(guozhong
can be read as “junior high school”) appear in the painting. All of this creates a scenario where the artist
lacks a specific intention, yet viewers read the work in a very deliberate and studied fashion.

In 1992, five years after martial law was ended, restrictions on forming political parties and on the press
had already been lifted in Taiwan, and the visual language employed by Lien at this time had some
correspondence to what was seen in the flourishing mainstream media and in advertising campaigns.
He skillfully controlled relationships between form and content in his work, ensuring that his ideas were
either conveyed and memorable or obscured and mind numbing—like memes or thought bombs—and
demonstrating his high degree of perceptiveness. From today’s perspective, Lien’s works combining
figuration, abstraction, and writing are still compelling and easily play on gaps in viewers’ message
decoding frameworks. Thirty years later, when entertainment and warfare have already been digitized for
our consumption, and as continual breakthroughs are being made in the construction of large language
models through machine deep learning, Lien’s work seems all the more significant for its exploration of
the formation and communication of thoughts by humans. (Chiaying Su)
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