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Hsiao Pei-I was born in Tainan and currently lives in Taipei. In 2012, she graduated from the Department of
Fine Arts at Taipei National University of the Arts. She has participated in an exchange student program at
Kyoto University of Art and Design. In 2019, she graduated with a master’s degree from the Department of
Fine Arts at Taipei National University of the Arts. Her important exhibitions include the 2012 Daily Banality,
2019 Solo Exhibition of Pei-l Hsiao, and 2023 The Garden of Earthly Delights. She has also taken part in
many group exhibitions.

The Garden of Earthly Delights was not only the title of her 2023 solo exhibition, but also the name of a
series by the artist and the name of the second painting of hers that was collected by the Museum. According
to Hsiao’s artist statement, the first painting of every series is the largest, the most complete narrative scene,
and sets the largest possible framework for the series, and then the subsequent paintings present different
points of view like different branches of the story. The stories she presents in her paintings are often highly
dramatic and carry metaphorical meanings related to the real world. Her meticulous use of color and line,
as well as lively scenery, abundant symbolism, and large and challenging canvases are all distinguishing
features of her work.

In the painting The Garden of Earthly Delights, Hsiao uses animal figures to explore the human condition
and emotions. For example, the painting’s main character, a rabbit, represents a powerful person in human
society and is surrounded by monkeys that represent people pursuing power, status, or material benefit. The
monkeys hold the rabbit’s love of eating carrots in high regard and struggle among themselves to pander to
his authority, trampling one another, and some even go so far as to wear rabbit masks to hide their identity.
The carrot is more than just food; it symbolizes power and is a tool for passing power to whoever holds it.
Carrots can also be seen flying across the sky in the painting, which suggests they are in high demand yet
unattainable.

Hsiao has said her work often presents disasters in disguise, and The Garden of Earthly Delights actually
portrays a human disaster with the help of two other species. Difficulties that humans face are often complex
and paradoxical, and in her painting, the artist offers a mixture of joy, consolation, and conflict between the
rabbit and group of monkeys, while using the carrot as a symbol of both material pleasure and emotion. The
monkeys so wish to curry favor that they are even willing to sacrifice their own identities by donning rabbit
masks; the rabbit on the other hand, who has everything one could wish for with no effort, appears to be
bereft of joy. In her carefully constructed painting, Hsiao deliberately contrasts a decorative style composed
of riotously gorgeous colors with a story lacking both love and joy about monkeys and a rabbit. As the title
The Garden of Earthly Delights suggests, the painting presents a dire warning about the perils of indulgence
in life’s temptations, and portrays lush beauty mixed with looming tragedy.

Since 2012, Hsiao has continuously shown work at exhibitions revealing her outstanding talent. In her
mixed media artworks, it can be seen that when using printmaking, she maintains a focus on one-offs,
meaning she prints each image only once. She works out the plots for her series by researching a wide
range of materials and collecting information about the appearance and movements of animals and plants.
Her creative processes include the creation of detailed sketches, planning of compositions, hand-mixing of
colors and color separation, the carving of printing plates, printing, the processing of images after they are
printed, and the addition of metal leaf, all of which are extremely complex and time consuming. She spent
more than eight months on The Garden of Earthly Delights, and throughout the process, continually focused
on breaking new ground in her composition. This is especially evident in the painting’s enormous rabbit,
which is astonishingly detailed and was very challenging to create.

While appreciating this work, viewers might be reminded of the Japanese art genre ukiyo-e, which flourished
from the 17" to 19" centuries. Hsiao’s subject matter, however, presents creative perspectives and thoughts
of the new generation, and through her uncompromising working process, shows her persistence and
passion for art in work with unique references to and reflections on the futility of the real world. (Chiaying Su)
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@ hE AE%4E The Garden of Earthly Delights
2022-2023
e EERl ~ =75 Acrylic on canvas
185x 226 x5cm
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