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Born in Chingshui District, Taichung City, Suling Wang grew up near the banks of the Dajia River with
her parents and brothers, but often found herself alone, drawing with sticks in the courtyard dirt. Her
father was a forester who planted trees year round, and upon returning home would always find some
time to teach Suling a few calligraphy techniques. She recalls from her childhood all kinds of roots and
twigs in that courtyard, which was the beginning of her sensitivity to art. Her hometown also became a
source of inspiration and power in her work. In 1993, she went to England to study, and then in 1997,
graduated from Central Saint Martins college of the University of the Arts London. Wang received her
master’s degree from the Royal College of Art in 1999. After living in London for more than 20 years,
she still missed her hometown, and moved back to Chingshui after the news of the pandemic broke.

Wang’s art work has been deeply influenced by the blending of Eastern and Western culture. She
combines imagery from Eastern landscape painting with concepts from Western abstraction,
manifesting the freedom of improvisational and automatic techniques paired with the fluidity of
calligraphic lines. Her works are often large and present a panoramic perspective. She is skilled at
incorporating multi-point perspective, layering colors, and creating a unique visual vocabulary filled
with both concrete and abstract symbols. After traveling abroad for many years, Wang returned to
Taiwan and saw dramatic changes in the landscape and beauty of her hometown, as well as witness
the deaths of her family members one after another. These changes had a profound impact on Wang’s
artwork, in which she tried to depict the separation and reunion she experienced in life, and explore
the profound and ambiguous relationship between man and nature to reflect on the indescribable
changes in the environment from the past to the present.

The Museum collection’s The Singing River is the first in Wang’s series (of the same name) of large
multipanel works that she completed over three years. She uses a warm yellow reminiscent of dawn
to symbolize the idiom “when you drink water, think about its source,” which means to never forget
your roots, and for Wang, murmuring water carries a deep longing for her hometown. Wang strives to
quell the tension between the work’s freely flowing colors and strongly emotive brushstrokes to create
inner stability, relaxation, and harmony. The work conveys a kind of endless vitality, and as its surging
mountain chain and rhythmically flowing water dominate the composition, a balance is struck between
movement and stillness. Crisscrossing lines delicately draw connections between people and nature,
suggest a web of nodes that capture the fleeting changes of time and space, and evoke the harmony
between nature and life.

Suling Wang was the first Taiwanese artist to have work exhibited in the United Kingdom’s National
Gallery. She was a 2019 Artist x Artist Gala Honoree of the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden,
Washington, D.C., and in 2023, became the first Taiwanese artist to receive the Medal of Arts award
of the Art in Embassies program from the U.S. State Department. Her works are widely collected by
international art institutions, including the Guggenheim Museum, the Museum of Modern Art, and the
Cincinnati Art Museum. In 2016 at the American Institute in Taiwan, she created her The Singing River 2
on-site, which is now part of the AIT permanent collection. (Daisy Tian-Rong Shiou)
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2009-2011
Ese DEER] ¥ ~ =7 Acrylic and oil on canvas
304 x 624 cm
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