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Yi-Chen Hung was born in Tainan in 1971 and raised in Taipei. In 1991, she went to London, UK, where she
studied English and took art courses at Anglia College. From 1992 to 1995, she attended the University of
East London, and then from 1995 to 1997, pursued a master’s degree in painting at the Royal College of Art.
Following her graduation, she continued her studies at the University of Reading, earning a doctorate in
creative practice in 2002. Hung returned to Taiwan in 2004, teaching at Ming Chuan University and then at
Shih Chien University. In 2006, she joined the faculty of the Tainan National University of the Arts, and starting
in 2010, served as the Chair of the Department of Material Arts and Design.

In April 2011, Yi-Chen Hung passed away unexpectedly. In 2012, art critic and curator Chia Chi Jason Wang,
who was well acquainted with her creative journey, curated an exhibition titled Transgress and Reclaim: Yi-
Chen Hung, Selected Works 1994-2011 at ESLITE GALLERY, showcasing 80 of her works. Also in 2012, the
Museum acquired large-scale pieces that had been exhibited in Subject - Painting - Object, a solo exhibition
for the artist held by the Museum in 2009. In 2023, the Museum collection was further enriched with the
addition of representative works, including those donated, such as a 1994 oil study made with ink brushwork
techniques and completed during Hung’s college years, as well as Untitled, a mixed-media work comprising a
2007 acrylic painting and 2009 porcelain casting. Works purchased in 2023 include two acrylic paintings, one
never before exhibited and completed between 2004 and 2006, and the other, Untitled, in black and white
and completed in 2010. Hung’s creative process often involved folding her canvases, and then duplicating
the resulting creases with casting techniques. By juxtaposing an original canvas with its reproduction, Hung
established dynamic dialogues between different pictorial planes. Also acquired in this collection cycle was a
series of three-piece works that Hung completed with assistance from a factory shortly before her passing. New
acquisitions in 2023, together with the Museum’s existing collection, provide a comprehensive representation
of the artist’s creative vision and journey.

Between 1995 and 1997, Yi-Chen Hung incorporated layered canvas and stacked frames into her abstract
paintings, characterized by vibrant, textured impasto and geometric planes. Work of this period clearly reflected
her interest in American Abstract Expressionism and Minimalism." Curator Chia Chi Jason Wang noted that
from 1996, Hung shifted toward abstract visual language and layered canvas and frames to directly challenge
painting’s customary flatness. After 1998, she began experimenting with extruding paint from between layers
of canvas, thus extending her explorations of conceptual spatial structures. After returning to Taiwan in 2004,
Hung held five solo exhibitions over the following four years,” and not only continued her deconstruction of
relationships between canvas, paint, and stretcher, but also used molds with fiberglass and enamel casting to
replicate the texture of hand-painting on her canvases. The resulting works challenged viewers’ power of visual
discrimination, specifically their ability to perceive subtle differences between the copy and the original. In an
analysis of her work, Wang wrote, “In 2010, Hung created molds and used acrylic to reproduce textures on her
canvases. She then transferred these layers of acrylic, one by one, onto other canvases to establish dialogues
between original and replicated surfaces.” This analysis suggests that Hung’s primary focus was no longer
abstract painting, but rather art and perception itself, and that replication, seen as equivalent to the original
work, was purely conceptual. Furthermore, because it served as a basis for Hung’s unique artistic system, this
conceptual replication also holds greater creative significance.’

Hung’s artistic practice was based on a profound understanding of Western art, especially its historical
development and abstract painting style. Using her own creative approach and deconstruction as her method,
she interrogated the meaning of painting itself. Through dialectical explorations, she examined whether
canvas, paint, and frame could exist independently, and incorporated space and environment to ultimately
render her paintings as sculptural expressions. (editted by Yi-Ting Lei)

1 Yi-Chen Hung held her first solo exhibition in 2000 at the Hockney Gallery of the Royal College of Art. Her advisor, Paul Huxley, wrote the
preface for the exhibition catalog, highlighting the techniques and distinctive features of her work.

2 Yi-Chen Hung. “Creative Statement.” Reproduction—Representation: Hung Yi-Chen Solo Exhibition. Taipei: IT Park, 2007; “Transpose.” Accessed
[date]. https://www.itpark.com.tw/artist/essays_data/45/971/267/en.

3 Chia ChiJason Wang. “Alienation and Reversion—Hung Yi-Chen’s Reproduction Strategy in Her Recent Work.” Subject - Painting - Object: Hung
Yi-Chen [exhibition catalog]. Taipei: Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 2009, pp. 4-6 ; “Yi-Chen Hung and Her Journey in Art.” Modern Art, No.212 (August
2024). Taipei: Taipei Fine Arts Museum. pp. 28-50.
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#E28 Untitled

1994-1995

S ~ £77 Oilon canvas

86 x 63 cm (x5)

882 Donation 2023.0019.001

© ALK IRERE BEXE

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved
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##7E Untitled #EFE Untitled

1994 1994
SN ~ 70 Oil on canvas SN ~ 270 Oil on canvas

31 x 44 cm 46 x36 cm

#5882 Donation 2023.0019.002 #2882 Donation 2023.0019.003

056 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 057



#EFE Untitled

1994-1995

SH¥Z ~ 75 Oil on canvas
61x53cm

4882 Donation 2023.0019.004

058 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 059



#ERE Untitled #ERE Untitled

1996 1996

SHY ~ 78 Oil on canvas SEF ~ 2741 Oilon canvas
5x37x3cm 15x15x5cm

3882 Donation 2023.0019.005 #2882 Donation 2023.0019.006

060 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 061



#E78 Untitled #ERE Untitled

1996 1996

SH¥ ~ =71 Oilon canvas SH¥ ~ =71 Oil on canvas
13x13x3cm 12x12x3cm

582 Donation 2023.0019.007 #2882 Donation 2023.0019.008

062 © ZACTHILEME HREFTE BENLE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 063
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#EFE Untitled

€. 2001-2003

SHF ~ EFF Oil paint, canvas
30x30x18cm

882 Donation 2023.0019.009

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

B Untitled

€. 2004-2006

g HEERl ~ =R Acrylic paint, canvas
160 x 44 x8 cm

BERE Purchase 2023.0019.021

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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#E7E Untitled

2007

B NEERL ~ R Acrylic paint, canvas
30x30x10cm

5288 Purchase 2023.0019.012

e ——————

P

© BITHIKMEE WRHEFTE BIENLFT

[M] e

#ERE Untitled

2007/2009 (&)

g HEERl ~ =R ~ F9E Acrylic paint, canvas, ceramic
(7)) (Lef): 20x 20 cm, (A ) Right): 20 x 20 x 5 cm
882 Donation 2023.0019.010

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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#ERE Untitled #EFE Untitled

2008 2009

B BN ~ BB ~ R ~ BIBEAE Acrylic paint, canvas, baked paint, FRP [BRse NEERL ~ A~ IR ~ BIRMAE Acrylic paint, canvas, baked paint, FRP
50x50x5cm (x2) 30x30x8cm (x2)

52f# Purchase 2023.0019.013 52 Purchase 2023.0019.014

068 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 069



@ SHE #FE Untitled #EF8 Untitled

2010 2010

B 52 HEBRL ~ 7 Acrylic paint, canvas B 52 HEERE ~ 7 Acrylic paint, canvas
30x30x6cm 65X 65X 6.5 cm

BEHE Purchase 2023.0019.016 B8 Purchase 2023.0019.015

070 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 071



iAlY 8 (E) Untitled White) #8E () Untitled (Blue)

2010 2011

BT NEERL ~ 0 ~ AR ~ TIBMME Acrylic paint, canvas, baked paint, FRP BT NEERL ~ 0 AR ~ TIBMME Acrylic paint, canvas, baked paint, FRP
15x15x 6 cm (x3) 15x15x7 cm (x3)

®EE Purchase 2023.0019.017 ®8E Purchase 2023.0019.020

072 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 073



M3 (#I) Untitled (Red) 28 (&) Untitled (Yellow)

2011 2011

[BRSENEER ~ A~ R~ BIBMAE Acrylic paint, canvas, baked paint, FRP [BRse NEERL ~ A~ IR ~ BIRMAE Acrylic paint, canvas, baked paint, FRP
15x15x7 cm (x3) 15x15x7 cm (x3)

% Purchase 2023.0019.019 B8 Purchase 2023.0019.018

Bl " oo

074 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 075



@ SHE #EE Untitled
2011
Ese HEERl ~ =R Acrylic paint, canvas
15x15x3 cm
882 Donation 2023.0019.011

076 © ST KMEE WREFTE EENXTE © Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved 077





