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Hong Mei-Ling has been working on her series Looking for Tao since 1983. For the last 40 years, she has
kept up a routine of going to her studio every day to paint. She is as absorbed in her creative process
as a child playing with blocks, gradually building up layer after layer of oil paint by carefully adding light
touches with brushes that result in colors both flat and richly stratified. The title of each painting in the
series includes a sequential number indicating in which chapter of the artist’s career it was made.

Colorful shapes, brushstrokes used to create texture, pathways, and terraced forms are all elements of
Hong’s compositions. Early paintings made in the 1980s were in the Cubist style of the West and featured
saturated colors, rectangular shapes, and symbols, as can be seen in three works the Museum collected
at an earlier time: Looking for Tao—No.1 (1983), Looking for Tao—No.9 (1984), and Looking for Tao —
No.15 (1984). Her texturing strokes are reminiscent of the cunfa tradition in literati ink painting, and
are used to construct delicate mountain chains that resemble feathers or leaves. This along with her
distinctive style and unique vision for blending Eastern and Western art are clearly on display in three
paintings that were more recently collected by the Museum in 2023. These works are still part of her
ongoing journey of looking for Tao, but present additional forms and moods: in Looking for Tao—No. 79
(1997), the artist depicted a new moon hung high above a meandering mountain road to create one of
only two night scenes in her oeuvre; Looking for Tao—No. 93 (2000) features a path penetrating deeply
into a mountainside and a wrapped composition like a bud, which reflects the artist’s focus on the cyclical
nature of this world; and Looking for Tao—No. 100 (2003), which includes a winding road on a bright and
towering mountain, zig-zagging as it extends upward, and set off against a soft and gentle sunset, clearly
showing the artist’s mastery in the depiction of light. Work of this period is marked by wide and relatively
regular planes, fewer steep geometric structures, and smooth flowing lines that extend into the distance,
suggest the unknown, and leave viewers infinite space for their imaginations.

Also in 2023, at the same time that these three works were acquired, the artist donated four charcoal
drawings to the Museum: Looking for Tao—No. 1, Looking for Tao—No. 79, Looking for Tao—No. 93, and
Looking for Tao—No.100. Drawing plays the important role of providing inspiration in Hong’s artistic
process, as she has said, “l use charcoal to blacken the paper, then | wipe and smudge it. | keep whatever
shapes emerge that | like. This is how | create my paintings.” She gives her subconscious free rein when
drawing on paper and uses the drawings reference points for her finished work, which imbues her oil
paintings with deep meaning.

Colorful blocks are often seen strewn in the foothills and valleys of the mountains in her paintings.
Although these shapes appear to be full of childlike wonder, they are actually meant to be people who,
according to the myth, looked back at some forbidden temptation and then were turned to stone. With
this, Hong reveals her own conviction to continue on her creative journey, and to never look back at the
relative stability of the teaching job she once held. Her painting journey began when she was teaching and
decided to pursue a short program at the National Academy of Arts, and then at the age of 40, attended
the San Francisco Art Institute to get her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in art before embarking on a full-
time career as a professional artist. There is little doubt that Hong Mei-Ling has never looked back since
starting her artistic journey. Once she took that first step, she has never stopped courageously moving
forward; and driven by unwavering confidence, she has continued her relentless pursuit to this day.
(Kat Linjhen Siao)
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@ SHE Fi#8 79 Looking for Tao-No. 79
1997
SR ~ &7 Oilon canvas
163 x122 cm
FERE Purchase 2023.0018.005
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18 93 Looking for Tao—-No. 93 38 100 Looking for Tao-No. 100

2000 2003

SER ~ #71 Oilon canvas SH¥ ~ 275 Oilon canvas
162 x121 cm 162 x122 cm

5288 Purchase 2023.0018.006 BERE Purchase 2023.0018.007
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= & 1(%M) Looking for Tao - No.1 (Drawing) Ei8 79 (ZH) Looking for Tao —No.79 (Drawing)

1983 1997

fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
65x50 cm 64 X 48 cm

$88% Donation 2023.0018.001 $88% Donation 2023.0018.002
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£i8 93 (£M#) Looking for Tao—No.93 (Drawing) £i8 100 (EM/) Looking for Tao—No0.100 (Drawing)

2000 2003

fxZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper fXZ ~ #% Charcoal on paper
63 x 48 cm 63 x48 cm

1882 Donation 2023.0018.003 1882 Donation 2023.0018.004
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