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Mano Kitaro was born in Nagoya, Japan, on May 8, 1871, which was the same year that Ishikawa
Kinichiro was born. When he was eight years old, he moved to Tokyo and enrolled in the Tokyo English
Language School, where he studied oil and watercolor painting with Nakamaru Seijuro and Harada
Naojiro. In 1907, he formed the Japan Watercolor Research Institute with other artists including Oshita
Tojiro and Maruyama Banka to popularize watercolor painting. In 1913, he formed the Japanese
Watercolor Painting Society with Ishii Hakutei, Minami Kunzou, Ishikawa Kinichiro, and thereafter,
produced works every year for the society’s exhibitions. In July of 1921, Mano traveled to London,
Berlin, Paris, Fontainebleau, the Bay of Naples, and Mount Blanc, where he made a series of sketches.
He returned to Japan the following year and published a catalog of ten paintings in December, which
were later collected by Ni Chiang-Huai.

In 1922, Kinichiro Ishikawa set out from Kobe to visit various European countries, and in 1923, Mano
sailed on a naval training boat to the Nanyang Islands and Australia. After this trip, he often traveled
to Taiwan, Shanghai, North Korea, and Manchuria to sketch. Perhaps it was due to his friendship
with Ishikawa Kinichiro that Mano met Ni Chiang-Huai. Taiwan Nichi Nichi Simpo (Taiwan Daily News)
published an article about Mano’s trip to Taiwan in 1925, where he sketched and exhibited his works
in @ museum. He came to Taiwan again in February of the following year, and participated in the
Keelung Asia Art Association exhibition in May. In addition to Mano Kitaro, exhibitors included Ishikawa
Kinichiro, Takeuchi Tsurunosuke, Minoru Togo, Ni Chiang-Huai, Nagata Tetsujiro, Yamaguchi Ujie, and
Uda Shigeru. In 1927, the first exhibition of the Taiwanese Watercolor Painting Association was held
at Umino Shokai, a Japanese trading company in Taipei, and Kitaro Mano participated. On February 1,
1929, Mano came to Taiwan to hold another art exhibition. In 1932, he traveled to India and Myanmar.
Among the works donated to the Museum this year is Scenic View, India, which he sketched on the
banks of the Ganges River in 1933. After returning to Japan, he held a solo exhibition and continued to
present works through other outlets.

In 1938, Tokyo’s Nichido Gallery held a three-person watercolor exhibition for Mano, Ishikawa and
Miyake Kokki. The following year, the Bikdsha Garo in Osaka held a three-person watercolor exhibition
for Mano, Ishikawa and Ishii Kakutei, and then Nichido Gallery in Tokyo held an exhibition for these
three artists along with Tsurunosuke Takeuchi. It was evident that Mano and Ishikawa shared a deep
friendship.

To avoid the war, Kitaro Mano took refuge in Lake Towada in 1945. He did not return to Tokyo until
after the war ended, but by then Ishikawa Kinichiro had passed away. In 1948, an exhibition was
held to commemorate his 60 year career as a painter, and in 1951, another exhibition was held to
commemorate his 80th birthday. Mano died of old age on January 20, 1958, at the age of 87.

Among the works by Japanese painters that Ni Chiang-Huai collected, most were by Ishikawa and
many by Mano, such as his 1922 works Parc de la Téte d’or, Lyon and Switzerland, as well as several
paintings of female nudes. This might have prompted Ni to seek out geisha in 1929 to pose nude for
his paintings. Mano had several solo exhibitions in Taipei, and also participated in art exhibitions
organized by Ni. The two were both teachers and friends, so it is speculated that Ni might have
purchased works by Mano at these exhibitions. In April 1938, Ni visited Ishikawa, Mano, and Shozo
Mochizuki to ask for their advice regarding the establishment of a museum. During this trip, Ni
also visited the studio of Mano’s student, Nakanishi Toshio. In 1940, Mano wrote a letter to Ni
recommending works by emerging Japanese watercolor painters worth collecting, which shows his
enthusiasm in assisting Ni in establishing his art museum. (Pai Hsueh-Lan)
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KF¥ 3 ERY4EIE Nude Seated on Tapestry BIFE R Nude, Back View

1925 1925

JKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper JKF ~ #K Watercolor on paper
50x35cm 51 X34 cm

#8588 Donation 2022.0009.001 3888 Donation 2022.0009.002
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1&544815% Reclining Female Nude
€. 1926

7KF ~ #% Watercolor on paper

28 x39 cm

$8H8 Donation 2022.0009.003

© ALK IRERE BEXE

FRiZ2125% Nude Seated on Bed
€. 1930

IKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper
64 x50.5 cm

1882 Donation 2022.0009.005

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum  All rights reserved
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ENEEE Scenic View, India
1933

JKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper
29x38cm

882 Donation 2022.0009.006
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ZE{tRY Rosesin Bloom E%B8 Flowering Tree

1929 1922

JKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper JKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper
49 x32cm 21x33cm

1882 Donation 2022.0009.004 1882 Donation 2022.0009.007
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BR4LEAE Parcde la Téte d’Or, Lyon it Switzerland

1922 1922

IKF ~ #% Watercolor on paper JKF ~ #K Watercolor on paper
21x33 cm 21x33cm

3882 Donation 2022.0009.008 #8852 Donation 2022.0009.009
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