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Born in 1955 in Taipei, Ni Tsai-Chin graduated from the Graduate School of the Department of Fine Arts at
Chinese Culture University and has since had many solo exhibitions of his ink painting. He became interested
in conceptual art, interactive video art, and sculpture after 2000, and has devoted himself to community
development, as well as art criticism, education, and administration. He has served as the president of the
Love River Cultural Association, the director of the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, and the department
head of the College of Fine Arts and Creative Design at Tunghai University. He passed away in Kaohsiung in
2015.

His 2010 stainless steel sculpture Who is the Happiest?—Balloon Dogs is a representative work from the
comprehensive foursome series, Who is the Happiest?, and based on his ink and acrylic paintings completed
between 1992 and 1993, such as works from his series Allegory by Ni: Who is the Happiest?, and his other
works Three Dogs in the Woods and Running Dog. The protagonists in these paintings are based on the kind
of black dog commonly seen in Taiwan, and are depicted with brushstrokes simulating woodblock printing,
which imparts the dogs with a strong and lean quality and the work with a humorous naiveté. In Taiwan, “black
dog” has a strong association with a phrase in the Minnan dialect meaning a stylish and handsome young
man, or a slang expression, also in Minnan, meaning a dissolute man who is always “chasing ass.” Another
association is with an insult meaning “rabid dog,” which is similar to “black dog” and is used for lecherous
men who incessantly drool over and harass women. Eventually, Ni shifted from black dogs to balloon dogs
with Who is the Happiest?—Balloon Dogs to form another colorful and interesting grouping that has stood
out in his artistic career. He also extended the image of four dogs mating seen in the Allegory by Ni: Who
is the Happiest? series to create his cross-species hybrid sculpture Who is the Happiest?, which was first
exhibited at Providence University in 2002 to satirize political and economic chaos in Taiwan.

Dogs also play a role in his series / Go News and Tenacious News, both parodies of newspapers started in
2007. The original Chinese title for his fake newspaper / Go News included phonetic symbols that represent
the Taiwanese Mandarin pronunciation of “nationalistic.” Using digital printing for these series of fake
newspapers, Ni adopted the pose of “media-holic” by compiling countless news articles and pictures related
to dogs. The series deliberately makes differentiating between “dog” and “country” nearly impossible, so
readers are left uncertain regarding the topic or authenticity of the newspapers themselves.

Next, for his 2008 oil painting containing black dog imagery Who is the Happiest?—New York I, Ni extended
his satire to include those with money, power, and powerful voices in the media by appropriating same-
generation American artist Jeff Koons’s “balloon dog” imagery, which has generated art-world controversy
since it first appeared in 1994. The painting also relies on ideas from his 1992-93 series Allegory by Ni: Who
is the Happiest? and 2002 work Who is the Happiest? Furthermore, he extended this painting in 2009 with
his fiberglass reinforced plastic and brass Who is the Happiest?—New York sculpture.

Also, on the surface of his sculptures Who is the Happiest?—Tokyo | and Who is the Happiest?—London, Ni
painted images of works by Takashi Murakami and Damien Hirst in another act of appropriation.

In all of these works, the boundary between humans and animals is blurred, a situation which may have
arisen because it is the only way Ni knows how to see the world, or perhaps it is his lashing out at bizarre
phenomena he has encountered. As Ni has said, “In this era of absurdity and madness, we are really
powerless. What else can we do to respond to the absurdity and madness other than create more of the
same, and then lash out with debauchery and laughter?”

The stainless steel surface of Ni’s Who is the Happiest?—Balloon Dogs, exhibited near Exit 1 in the
Zhongshan Station of Metro Taipei, offers distorted reflections of the cityscape and people walking by, which
imparts the work with an enchanting magical quality. With its likable balloon dog appearance, the sculpture
seems to suggest that, as Ni departed from this world, he left something shocking behind for us to ponder—
when it was first installed, the faces of viewers reflected on its surface seemed to have foreshadowed the

impending selfie obsession, which serves as an exclamation point for the allegories that Ni liked to tell.
(Seeing Wu)

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum All rights reserved

£ B
H &%

2022

COLLECTION
CATALOGUE




[iidze] BEYIEEX ¢ BRI Who is the Happiest?—Balloon Dogs

084

2010
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306 x 84 x 230 cm
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