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Born in Changhua, Taiwan, in 1979, Huang Chien-Hua graduated from the Department of Sculpture at
National Taiwan University of Arts, and from 2003 to 2006, studied in the Graduate Institute of Plastic
Arts at Tainan National University of the Arts, where he explored the use of imaging technology to
interpret his thoughts about time, space, and existence. Since receiving his doctorate degree in Art
Creation and Theory from Tainan National University of the Arts in 2017, he has continued to explore
the meaning of human existence in the era of images through art creation, research, and teaching.

His Beast series was first presented to the public at the alternative space TC284 Gallery, and included
a set of computer processed images mounted on large aluminum panels. The images present animals
rarely seen in human environments, such as sheep, rhinos, and bears, comfortably at rest in places of
everyday city life. Margaret Shiu donated Huang’s Beast — A Bear, depicting a black bear resting in a
bathroom, to the Museum collection. The bear with its colossal body occupies a corner of the bathroom
and has draped itself over a toilet, seemingly naturally at ease. The bathroom design, sink, bathing
bucket, and plastic step-stool are all commonly seen in Taiwan and create a feeling of familiarity. A
shelf above the sink is strewn with a mirror, toothbrushes, cups, bowls, and reading material—all traces
of the absent inhabitants’ frequent comings and goings. The artist chose the angle from which the
photo was taken and size of the image to give viewers the feeling of being present with the bear and
strengthen the impact of the work’s contradiction. He also used visual effects, an obvious displacement
and shaking of the wall behind the bear, to complement the amazing scene and cleverly convey the
notion of changing time and space in the image.

The unexpected guest in this familiar scene might be startling to some, but the black bear feels
completely at home here, and the opposing moods in this scene makes us realize how modern
civilization has kept most animals that once coexisted with our ancestors at a distance. Using imaging
processing software, the artist replaced the owner of this space with a bear, creating an amazing scene
that arouses wonder and doubt while providing imagination and possibility regarding the connections
among humans, animals, and the environment. Although the protagonist in the work is an animal,
the artist is using its typical pose to explore human existence. After completing the series Beast,
Huang continued to develop other works, such as Blankscape, The Ark Project, and Transcoder, in
which animals also play leading roles. Huang believes that the fantastical scenes he creates are fables
and refer to the many codes buried beneath contemporary life, and his Beast series has become an
important first chapter in his oeuvre. (Isabelle Kuo)
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SBIAL ~ $84% Metalic photographic paper, aluminum panel
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