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Born in Chongging, China, in 1944, Jenny Chen came to Taiwan as a child with her parents and then
graduated from the College of Liberal Arts at National Chengchi University. Her more than thirty years
of devotion to the creation of art started at the age of 42 when she traveled to New York City to study
art at Pratt Institute. She received her master’s degree in 1990 and continued on in New York until
returning to Taiwan in 2020. Chen mostly focuses on abstract painting, the style of which is distinctive
for its rich layering and unique natural and unrestrained character. She is passionate and curious about
all aspects of artistic creation and life.

The two works Dialogue Between Clouds and Mountains and Unfettered Mind from different periods
of Chen’s career were donated to the Museum by Margaret Shiu. The former was completed in 1995
and belongs to Chen’s experimental period during her first ten years in New York. She energetically
nourished her love for art in those years both at the Institute and through experiences in the wider
environment. In addition to oil painting, she experimented with a wide variety of media and techniques,
such as encaustic, rust, and a heat gun, as she believes that the objective of the artistic process is not
only to finish a work, but more importantly, to learn from the setbacks and enjoyment encountered
during the process. For Dialogue Between Clouds and Mountains, Chen used yellowish brown paint
that she thinned until fluid and translucent for the background, and overlaid this with an area of scarlet
and whitewash paint, and rhythmically applied heavy gray brushstrokes echoing other shapes and with
borders made more distinct by contrasting colors. To add variety to these textures, she also scratched
through the heavy brushstrokes to create a staccato tempo and exquisite, deeply experimental spirit.
In 2012, Chen’s studio and storage room in Kuandu burned down, and more than twenty years of her
work went up in smoke. This precious early work Dialogue Between Clouds and Mountains was spared
this fate because Margaret Shiu had collected it.

After suffering such a distressing loss due to the fire, Chen picked up her brush again within just a few
days of her return to New York. After using only black and white for the previous seven to eight years,
she reintroduced color into her work with the series Unfettered Mind in 2013. The series included a
large, almost two-meter tall work and several small canvases including this painting collected in 2021.
Chen has sought liberation and extreme personal freedom through her work for many years, and in
her creative process, tends to avoid any predisposition, but rather through a fluid layering of colors,
and by mastering materials and her own body, forms rhythmic textures that reflect her emotions and
life experience. In Unfettered Mind, Chen used bright and beautiful yellow and green shades that are
rendered as dazzling and unrestrained at the left side, and become progressively more subdued and
profound toward the right, revealing both the artist’s passion and inner strength to transform trauma
caused by impermanence into uplifting creative energy. (Isabelle Kuo)
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JEF ~ 275 Oilon canvas

30x30cm
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HEE Unfettered Mind
2013

S ~ #70 Oilon canvas
30x30cm

$882 Donation 2021.0006.002
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