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Born in 1985 in Taipei, Cheng Ting-Ting went to the United Kingdom after graduating from the
Department of Advertising and Public Relations of Fu Jen Catholic University and received an MA in
Photography Arts from University of Westminster in 2009, and then an MFA from Goldsmiths College,
London, in 2014. Cheng keenly observes the differences between cultures and their perceptions of
one another, and interrogates current social phenomena and issues to consider the absurdities and
excitement generated by clashes between different cultures under globalization. Her work is mostly
photography, video, and installation that presents the process or results of her research on these
topics.

Her series Involuntary Reader is composed of 45 photographs of newspapers. The work highlights
today’s excess of information, and explores information circulation and how media affects perceptions
of social reality. Chen undertook this project while living in London by first contriving a set of specific
behaviors for herself, including not purchasing any magazines or newspapers, not watching television
or reading news on the Internet, and only reading free newspapers that were available through
distribution in public transportation stations, or left on seats in public places or on tables at breakfast
shops. She continued this set of involuntary reader behaviors for 100 days while observing the content
of the news and to what extent her everyday life was impacted. Cheng collected the free newspapers
and photographed them individually using a still life photography technique with a stark setting and
a feeling of distance, and also to present these vehicles for news delivered into her hands. At the
bottom of each photograph, Cheng added text indicating the time and place at which she received the
photographed newspaper, as well as its name, number of pages, and headline.

Cheng assembled these photographs into a series to record information circulation and the
worldview constructed by the media during this period of time. The consistent camera angles in these
photographs create an aesthetic highlighting the way information subtly trickles into people’s lives and
how it accumulates over time to influence society, and in this way reflects on this era of information
overflow.

Cheng’s Involuntary Reader series was included in the Made in Taiwan: Taiwan Young Artists exhibition
held by the Ministry of Culture at ART TAIPEI in 2012. This is also where Margaret Shiu met Cheng for
the first time and collected three individual works from the series, all of which were photographs of
different newspapers published on different days in November of 2011. Ten years after being collected,
they became part of the Museum collection. (Isabelle Kuo)
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2 Nov 2011, The Indypendent (Occupy Wall Street, special edition)

B BIESE Color digital inkjet print
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