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Chi Kai-Yuan, who also produces art under the name Chi New-York, was born in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, in
1983. He received an MFA degree from National Changhua University of Education in 2011. While in
school, his focus shifted from painting to explorations of close connections formed between the body,
action, objects, and space. He has developed two dimensional art, three dimensional installation,
performance, interactive, and video art, and seeks creative inspiration from everyday situations.

Living in communities, humans rely on many rules and habits in order to carry out their different
activities. Chi offers his deep observations of existing mechanisms in humorous and lighthearted ways,
and by reformulating different situations, breaks through familiarity, and then highlights the viewer’s
bodily response to find analogous connections between individuals and the environments, and
between subjectivity and the group. For his 2013 Exercise Trilogy, which he deployed at Treasure Hill
Artist Village in Taipei, Crane Gallery in Kaohsiung, and at Howl Space in Tainan, Chi responded to the
unique nature of each location by creating three different pieces of exercise equipment that defy usual
specifications, and require that this familiar looking yet differently operated equipment be faced with a
new set of techniques and postures.

Chi presented his Free Yourself: Solo Exhibition of New-York Chi at Taipei’s FreeS Art Space in 2014,
where he continued to explore the connection between exercise equipment and the body, as well as
responded to the public’s imagination of the unique features of this alternative venue by making the
exhibition into an arcade/gymnasium where viewers could interact with the artwork to their hearts’
content. His Two-Player Pinball Machine, one of six works in this exhibition, was collected by Margaret
Shiu and donated to the Museum years later.

Unlike ping-pong and golf, which have official international rules and regular competitions, pinball is a
game derived from a child’s toy. Nonetheless, it is now seen everywhere and enjoyed by both children
and adults alike. In Two-Player Pinball Machine, Chi changed the usual one-player format to a two-
player machine where opponents sit facing each other and can fire the ball to the other player’s side of
the table top. Therefore the game, in which players usually focus on a ball controlled only by flippers,
bumpers, and a plunger, is restructured by variables brought by having an opponent and requires
a new way of thinking. The artist invites audience members to use his artwork with a high degree of
freedom, subtly prompting them to leave the system they are accustomed to, and find their own ways
of responding when established rules fail. As a result, this participatory process becomes unique and
self-created by the audience, and also, because the art is an activity, manifests relationships between
audience members, the work, and the artist. (isabelle Kuo)
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RAEM #3758 A Two-Player Pinball Machine
2014
EAEM Mixed media
102x153 %52 cm
882 Donation 2021.0026.001
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