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Concept paired with action has always been the principle behind Shi Jin-Hua’s artwork. He also came
to depend on art to create meaning and face life’s ups and downs. Shi was born in 1964 in Magong City
on Penghu’s main island. At the age of 17, he suddenly lost weight and was subsequently diagnosed
with type 1 diabetes. Thereafter, he started monitoring his physiological functions and injecting insulin
to control the condition. It was around this time that he discovered in art an escape from his suffering,
as well as the ability to think about his problem objectively, and consequently fully engaged in art
creation. After graduating from the Department of Fine Arts at National Taiwan Normal University in
1990, he enrolled in the MFA program at the University of California, Irvine, and received his degree in
1996. He then returned to live in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

Reality and lllusion is a work from his Calm Mountain Series, which Shi completed during his time
as an art student at NTNU. He had attended a retreat at a spiritualist center bearing the name “calm
mountain,” which is located in Changhua City, Taiwan, and brought along drawing materials and a
camera to record the scenery. Through techniques such as collage and painting, as well as dialectical
concepts and experiments, these recorded images formed the basis for his series. In the work Reality
and Illusion, Shi displays a sketch and photograph, each depicting the same mountain forest scenery,
one above the other, and creates a decorative frame by collaging pieces of cut up photos. The work
explores the many levels of image duplication and seeing.

Completed after Shi graduated from NTNU and a year before he went to the United States, Hsiung
Hsih Project explores the various influences of art media on cultural circles. Between May and August
of 1993, he purchased advertising space in four monthly issues of The Lion Art Monthly with the goal
of creating an artwork based on advertising aimed at promoting art, thereby examining the role of
media, as well as the rules of the game, in the Taiwanese art world. The work highlights the business
and advertising functions of media in cultural activities and the authoritative influence that media has
on public opinion, thus giving rise to reflections on how information distributes power and capital. Shi
also challenges the notion of an artwork’s uniqueness by duplicating and disseminating his work in
published advertisements. He even went so far as to create a limited edition by mounting and affixing
signatures to his advertising images published by the magazine and offering them for sale at a price
higher than that of the magazine to reflect on art market mechanisms. This project makes media
dissemination into a vehicle for art, as well as calls media into question with media.

Shi Jin-Hua completed this project with the generous cooperation of The Lion Art Monthly. His
advertisements in the first three issues were different sentences presented on completely black
backgrounds, and in the fourth issue, just the black background. The words discuss the existence or
nonexistence of time, space and media, and suggest that every individual is isolated. In July of 1993,
the project was presented in an exhibition at ITPark under the same name, Hsiung Hsih Project. In
addition to Shi’s limited edition mounted advertisements, the exhibition included an onsite installation
projecting “There’s no space between us and nothing,” which was one of the sentences from his
printed advertisements. After the writing, production, execution, publication, and dissemination of his
project, the exhibition reified his concepts in different ways in the material world. (isabelle Kuo)
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RAEM FILRFI—EFHEEM Calm Mountain Series—Reality and Illusion
1989
#5558 « 484K - 4K Pencil, photographic paper, paper
28 x25cm
B2 Donation 2021.0019.001
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AL HERETEI Hsiung Hsih Project
1993
HEEE ~ 5% Marker on magazines
45x189x7cm
882 Donation 2021.0019.002
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