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Born in 1950 in Tainan, Taiwan, Huang Ren-Ho used the pen name Tu Shih-San. He studied in the
Department of Chemistry and minored in art at National Taiwan Normal University. Over the course
of his life, he wrote poetry, painted, dabbled in design, publishing, theater, and performance. By
courageously developing and experimenting with various new exhibition and performance formats,
and actively integrating different art media and pronounced avant-garde colors, Tu brought vitality to
many art fields while sparking unrest in Taiwan’s modern movement. Tu passed away in 2010 while
traveling to Beijing to give a lecture.

Tu was active in poetry, explored various styles, published several poetry collections, wrote art theory,
and painted. In the 1980s, he started combining his poems with his paintings until the 1990s, when he
started integrating his poems with a broad range of forms including installation art, performance, and
design. Margaret Shiu donated Tu’s 1990 sketch Time, which includes both drawings and words and
was the artist’s plan for an installation based on the concept of passing time. The drawing lays out a
plan for a six-foot tall brick and metal structure including a clock frozen in ice and sitting in a wooden
basin. Small pieces of paper with words to his poem “Time” written on them would be spread over
the metal, bricks, and throughout the ice, such that, as time elapsed and the ice melted, the words
would be carried by water down the sides of the structure to the wooden basin. The words to the then
disassembled poem would float on the water in a random fashion, leaving viewers to organize them in
new ways. Notations in the drawing indicate the work would include the elements metal, wood, water,
fire, and soil, which are, according to ancient Eastern philosophy, the elements composing the world as
well as moving all things through the cycle of life and death.

Tu believed that art was humanity’s active search for harmony in a changing environment, and artists
make art between the individual and environment as a special way to find resonance with others while
putting into practice the harmony that they know or as a result of their aesthetic concepts. Juxtaposing
words organized into poetry and pictures in an artwork had been Tu’s unique creative method all
along. He thought that life was an experience of following the flow of time even though time is invisible
and cannot be touched or caught. In his installation plan Time, Tu proposed using physical objects to
express his thoughts about time, and inserting poetry written on paper into an artwork, thus turning
poetry into physical objects. As the poem is subject to the processes of ice melting into water, being
carried by flowing water, and then floating on water, it is disassembled over time, but then its words
can be configured into new poems, thus showing that time brings both death and the possibility of
rebirth. (sabelle Kuo)
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