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Born in 1986 in Tainan, Taiwan, Liao Chi-Yu received her MFA from the Department of New Media Art at
Taipei National University of the Arts in 2012. Liao’s primary creative medium is video art, and she has
consistently started from her own individual life experiences to explore the collective consciousness
and cognitive framework of contemporary society, and those faintly discernible entanglements in
interpersonal relationships that are profound, biased, subtle, and complicated. Her videos contain
elements based in both reality and fiction, and provide happy fantasies in which we willingly indulge or
elements brimming with discomfort. She creates an extremely attractive distance that is impossible to
overcome to reveal subtle emotional forces hidden deep in the heart.

Liao’s Twinkle Series—Elena, one of nine single channel color videos with sound that belong to the
artist’s Twinkle Series, was donated by Margaret Shiu and was the first Liao Chi-Yu’s work added to the
Museum collection. The various female roles in her Twinkle Series are all played by Liao Chi-Yu with
different attitudes—such as invincible youth, mature sex appeal, or unaffected innocence—and appear
in different scenes in immaculate environments accompanied by different kinds of seemingly delicious
food and drink. The videos not only provide a feast for the eyes in the form of a young woman, but also
promise to satisfy the appetite with the food she is about to prepare or present.

In Twinkle Series—Elena, we see Liao portraying a richly attired young woman at a dinner table. She
wears a sleeveless rose-print dress revealing her slender figure, several strands of pearls around her
neck, and in her thick wavy hair, a magnificent hat, all told giving off an air of beauty and wealth. In
her slender right hand she is gripping a sharp fruit knife, and her eyes are cast askance as if she is
entertaining some deep and enigmatic thoughts. The dining table is draped with a tablecloth, on which
lie all kinds of plastic fruit and vegetables, and a glass vase filled with a profusion of fake flowers.
The woman remains still in the film to allow viewers to gaze and imagine as they please. Then, the
camera slowly pans past the dry flower vase, plastic fruit and vegetables, and the starry night sky of the
background while the sharp blade in the woman’s hand glints brightly, and ear-piercing high-pitched
sounds, including what seems like crickets, are heard. By turns, viewers might wonder if the knife in her
hand is only for cutting the produce on the table, associate the exaggerated romanticism in the scene
with Japanese shoujo manga, or think this dreamy atmosphere and sweet femininity is meant to be
pleasing to men. Her serious expression in this artificial environment creates a tension that is hard to
ignore, and highlights the biased perspective of women’s bodies, making this seemingly perfect scene
featuring a young lady feel full of loss and sadness. (isabelle Kuo)
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HREEM Twinkle Series — Elena

2011
BB (1~ BE) Single-channel video (color, sound)
2’457

$8B2 Donation 2021.0028.001

194 © ST REFTE BIEXR

© Taipei Fine Arts Museum Al rights reserved 195



