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Born in 1957 in Taipei, Mali Wu went to Vienna, Austria, to study theater and sculpture in the early
1980s and later enrolled in the sculpture department of Kunstakademie Disseldorf in Germany, where
she explored expressive art forms and language. After receiving a diploma for attending a master class,
she returned to Taiwan, where she faced the difficulties brought to her hometown by the unwinding of
martial law. This led her to focus more of her energy on the relationships between art and society.

The series Gnawing Texts, Reaming Words was inspired by the artist’s reflections on relationships
between knowledge and the classics. She put classic books having the widest impact on humanity’s
thinking, particularly book sets of biographies or literature having won the Nobel Prize, through a paper
shredder and then displayed the shreds in clear acrylic boxes shaped like books with the original book
titles in gold lettering on the bindings, suggesting that their knowledge is inaccessible even though
it had been ruminated upon and digested. According to Wu, these classic books have both formed
and limited our thinking and therefore need to be revised or called into question. Her shredding and
repackaging of their content suggest that classics should be reinterpreted for each age. Wu'’s succinct
art language prompts a reconsideration of classical knowledge and also echoes the thinking about the
elimination, deconstruction, and reconstruction of authority that was prevalent in 1990s Taiwanese
society.

After this series was first exhibited at IT Park in 1993, Mali Wu was invited by the Taipei Fine Arts
Museum to be a featured artist at the Taiwan Pavilion of the 1995 Venice Biennale, where she
presented a more complete version of this work. When the artist had difficulty financing her project,
Eslite Gallery conducted a fundraising campaign and Margaret Shiu led with a large donation that
helped to facilitate the production and exhibition of the series at the first Taiwan Pavilion.

This year, the Museum collection acquired Mali Wu’s series Gnawing Texts, Reaming Words and
Gnawing Texts, Reaming Words—Pop Art, Art Nouveau through donations by Margaret Shiu. These
works were not exhibited at the Venice Biennale, but rather were versions created by the artist
specifically for Margaret Shiu as a gesture of gratitude for her generous financial support. The work
Gnawing Texts, Reaming Words—Pop Art, Art Nouveau features shredded books about this work’s
titular historical art movements, which are packed separately into clear acrylic containers in the form of
books and bearing titles in gold lettering. The other work, a version of Gnawing Texts, Reaming Words,
comprises a large glass container filled with shredded paper from books on a range of subjects. When
the glass container is shaken, the shredded paper floats about like glitter in a snow-globe, creating
different configurations that suggest the revision of knowledge in an ever changing, kaleidoscopic
fashion. It perfectly demonstrates that the books themselves are just like kaleidoscopes manifesting
different visions in each of us. (Isabelle Kuo)
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1993

JEE55 0 ~ BEARE Acrylic, shredded paper
21x16x10 cm (x2)

882 Donation 2021.0012.001

R #RF %% Gnawing Texts, Reaming Words Series
1993

I3  FEAK Glass, shredded paper
H€@27cm /@ H33cm

88 Donation 2021.0012.002
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