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As an important proponent of women’s art in Taiwan, Hou Yi-Ren is a contemporary art critic in addition
to being an artist. Hou grew up in the Beitou District of Taipei and graduated from the Department
of Fine Arts at National Taiwan Normal University. After serving as a teacher for several years, she
went to the United States, where she enrolled in Pratt Institute to study sculpture and received her
master’s degree in 1987. She returned to Taiwan with her artist husband James Gallagher in 1989 and
established the alternative contemporary art space Apartment No.2 in Taipei with more than 20 like-
minded artists, and held her first solo exhibition there after returning to Taiwan. In the first five years
after returning from the United States, she not only pursued art and teaching careers, but was also
actively engaged in writing, translating, and criticism in the two main areas of sculpture and women’s
art. After moving back to the United States in 1994, Hou has continued making art and teaching, often
collaborating with her husband on art projects in both the US and Taiwan. Her artistic vision is often
focused on care for humanity, and through installation, landscape, and participatory art, calls attention
to consideration for connections between people, the land, and nature.

Hou’s 1993 Shadow Box Series was completed when the artist was living in Taiwan and later collected
by Margaret Shiu. Like many women artists active in Taiwan in the 1990s, Hou was fiercely self-aware
and instead of getting locked into traditional art forms, gravitated toward mixed media work. She used
a variety of media and forms, especially ordinary household items, to cleverly evoke the collective
consciousness of women and family. Shadow Box Series is one such small and detailed work that is
representative of the artist’s early style.

For this work, the artist used an old wooden box as a frame, which she covered with different shades
of black paint. To the exterior of the box, she attached small ornaments, and on the interior surface,
created a mottled texture that faintly suggests writing. On a metal ring nailed to the interior hangs a
piece of formerly white and shredded fabric decorated at the top with various buttons, badges, beads,
and jade rings often used in needlework. Some of these objects have already tarnished with time,
while many others still emit a gentle luster to form a strong juxtaposition with the wooden box and
torn fabric. Hou commonly used ready-made objects associated with women or the family to suggest
that women artists occupied the margins of society and institutions not just because of their gender,
but also their occupation. In this existing framework, she collected ready-made scraps and gave them
new significance such that they cast off their established functions, and in this process of selecting and
putting their crystalline beauty on display, allowed them to shine beyond the frame. (sabelle Kuo)
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REmEM 227 & %%l Shadow Box Series
1993
EAEM Mixed media
41 x24%x9 cm
#2882 Donation 2021.0013.001
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