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Born in Taichung in 1956, Ava Hsueh graduated from the Department of Fine Arts of National
Taiwan Normal University in 1979. She traveled to New York in 1983, and then graduated with a
master’s degree, majoring in painting and minoring in sculpture, from Pratt Institute in 1986.
Then in 1990, she entered New York University where she received her doctorate in art in 1995.
Hsueh has served as the director of the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, the chief executive
officer of the National Culture and Arts Foundation, the president of the College of Visual Arts
at Tainan National University of the Arts, and a full-time professor and department chair of the
Doctoral Program in Art Creation and Theory at Tainan National University of the Arts.

Hsueh has dedicated herself to abstract painting for more than thirty years, and after the 1980s
became a representative Chinese artist in the field of postmodern neo-abstract painting.' Her
painting style has changed with the times and her experiences, and early on, relied on mixed
colors in dark and luxuriant shades. In the 1990s, she started incorporating found objects, such
as fishing nets and lures, as symbols to suggest struggles between her inner and outer worlds,
and between emotion and reason. From 2003 to 2004, she undertook a strategy of intertextuality
in paintings that mostly employed multiple panels and combined the intellectual rationality of
geometric abstraction with the powerful lines of lyrical abstraction to produce visual reciprocity
and psychological effects. Many works from this period include three-dimensional wooden
blocks, such as Unusual Field, which in addition to three-dimensional geometric pictorial
elements, present a novel effect with printed layers of color that are translucent and textured.’ In
2011, she started deploying a floating effect in her compositions with circles, and then after 2013,
what appears to be neural networks in areas of her paintings, which further emphasize a sense
of the body that she was inspired to depict through her own body and subconscious. In 2016,
Hsueh started creating large horizontal paintings extending over two to three panels.

Hsueh continued using this horizontal format for her 2018 work Moving Light, comprising
explosive and lightning-like dynamic spaces full of surging colors.” he started creating various
spaces on a two-dimensional surface with flowing lines and complex layers of black and colored
paint, which marked a new stage of development for the artist. Overall, Hsueh has never adhered
to a single style, but rather constantly challenged herself and experimented with the utmost
perseverance, and this has become an integral aspect of her abstract painting. (Kao Ju-Hsuan)
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@ HE £ Unusual Field

2004
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Acrylic on canvas and wood blocks on plywood
173 x192 cm ( =R 2 panels)

8B Donation 2020.0003.001
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T¥8 23 Moving Light

2018

[BR5a IEER) ~ T Acrylic on canvas
173 x359 cm

#AEE Purchase 2020.0003.002
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