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Born in 1982, Chen Wan-Jen graduated from the Fine Arts Department of National Taiwan
University of Arts. He uses continuous loop video to create feelings of absurdity and humor.
For his earlier work, he filmed pedestrians, then used image editing software to erase the
background around each figure, and finally placed the figures into the same video. In some
works, the moment before some disaster strikes repeatedly appears, imparting the work with
a perilous atmosphere. In these works, the artist focuses on digital society’s apathetic and
repetitive psychological state. His characters endlessly move as if they are hastening toward
some unknown event that harbors infinite possibilities. Chen received the Grand Prize of the
Taipei Art Awards in 2006, and attended a residency at the International Studio & Curatorial
Program in New York in 2012. His work has been exhibited in New York, Berlin, Saint Petersburg,
Tokyo, and at major museums and art spaces in Taiwan, as well as in other locations. Chen is an
outstanding, high-profile video art creator.

The form of his work Deep Royal Blue follows Chen’s familiar creative path: his characters
keep repeating the same movements against a uniform, flat background, as if they are in a
timeless, infinite space. To create this video installation, Chen used aerial drone photography
to film people in the ocean engaged in different activities, thus raising the audience’s point
of view into the sky. Swimmers slowly enter a huge fantasy scene on the video screen from all
four sides, and due to the viewer’s distance from the swimmers, appear very small, light, and
powerless in the vacuum of a blue cosmos as they struggle forward. Also, this vantage that Chen
offers his audience members makes them feel like gods or giants, thus forming a certain power
relationship between subjects in the video and its viewers. The video is projected on the floor
in a dark space, which creates the suggestion of aquatic creatures in a fish pond at a marine
biology museum, but his creatures are people. In addition to a little humor, the work seems to
reflect a certain aspect of contemporary life. (Chien Bo-Xun)
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FEMEELEE Deep Royal Blue

2017

$REHE (¢ | ) Video Installation (color, silent)
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