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Tsui Kuang-Yu graduated from the National Institute of the Arts (today’s Taipei National
University of the Arts), where he was a member of the art group P8 and making action art based
on societal surveys and simulations. He continues to make work in the same vein today. In a
series that he has been working on since 1995, Tsui combines video and action art to explore
adaptations in human social systems, uses action videos to redefine or call into question
institutional systems, and establishes new methods of survival and defining reality with
behavioral experiments that exceed normal standards. He sees this activity as a medium for
measuring environmental tolerance and exposing relationships that highlight the absurdity of
social values that are taken for granted. His works have been exhibited at the Taiwan Pavilion of
the Venice Biennale in 2005, the Liverpool Biennial and the Contour Biennial of Moving Image
in Mechelen, Belgium, in 2006 and others. In addition, his solo exhibitions The Shortcut to the
Systematic Life: Superficial Life held at IT Park in 2003, and The Shortcut to the Systematic Life:
Invisible City held in 2008 were both honored with Taishin Arts Awards.

The Shortcut to the Systematic Life: Superficial Life series is the most complete, well known,
widely discussed work representative of Tsui’s personal artistic development. The overall core
concept of the series is the artist’s use of video to capture various strategies corresponding to
certain environments, such as intervening on place with a flash performance or other actions
that disturb or mock daily life. Through the use of simulation as an instrumental medium, such
actions not only reflect the transformation of the subject due to changes in the reality of a
contemporary life environment, but also ponder the survival of the subject’s body and spirit by
penetrating society’s visible and invisible walls with the collisions between the artist’s action
and environment. In The Shortcut to the Systematic Life: City Spirits, Tsui carries forward the
series concept while tightening the correspondence between the people and environment.
Furthermore, he films action art pieces in cities in different countries, thus highlighting their
different landscapes, climates, and lifestyles, and creating something like a travel guide with
his incisive observations. Or perhaps he is installing a software tool plug-in to deal with some
annoying inconveniences in the system, but the goal is not to avoid these inconveniences, but
rather to directly face and get past them with physical skills.

For The Shortcut to the Systematic Life: City Spirits (Taipei), Tsui returns to the familiarity of
Taipei and runs like a track and field athlete down the street, leaping over motorcycles, bicycles,
traffic cones, trash cans, fire hydrants, and other objects obstructing his path, and climbs out
from under garbage or hangs from discarded bricks. Tsui quickly and effectively deals with this
kind of urban chaos that can’t be avoided yet is taken for granted or ignored using different
strategies, and thus gasps among the barriers in urban life. (Chien Bo-Xun)
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RIFERRE-RREEE  WmfE™ (&4t) The Shortcut to the Systematic Life: City Spirits (Taipei)

2005
BiEEIRE (FE o E8) Single-Channel Video (color, silent)
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