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Born in Taipei in 1976, Wu Tung-Lung is one of a few new generation artists who uphold abstract
painting. He has established a distinctive style composed of geometrical lines, quiet, low-key
colors suggesting history, and simple, rational forms that express what cannot be said with
words. Each painting contains a single and pure painterly element, which the artist usually
creates with several layers of gesso and paint. To this surface, he then adds layers of tape that
he later carefully cuts to create forms of different colors with exquisite contours, thus refining
his deepest memories, imagination, and emotions.

The 2018 painting Symbol-113 includes a pictorial symbol rarely seen in the history of Wu’s work.
It belongs to an infinitely large cycle that followed an experiment he first conducted in 2015 and
has matured into a turning point in his style. This linear symbol arising from the artist’s precise
planning draws the viewer’s gaze towards an unstable signifier in a continually dynamic state
without beginning or end. In the painting’s two-dimensional background, something obscure is
fermenting and indicates a sublime spirit of unknowable spatial depth.

The related works Symbol-118 and Symbol-119 extend and maintain the formal language of
Wu’s representative thematic symbols, which he first started developing in 2002. They are
rare works for their size but present the artist’s usual cool colors, minimalism, and areas of
contrasting color saturation that are suspended in an ambiguous relationship between figure
and ground. In the center of each painting, the artist carefully arranged an area consisting of
a single color and which may suggest a known object or be unidentifiable. The area perceived
as the background in each is not completely smooth, but rather presents uneven textures
composed with multiple brush strokes and paint having the consistency of rabbit skin glue. The
texture is also affected by the thickness of the warp and weft of the linen support chosen by the
artist. He mostly applied thin base coats of color over many layers of sanded gesso, and then
added lightly pigmented paint with an impasto technique to create a gauzy, translucent effect.
By masking areas of the canvas with tape and then cutting parts away, he revealed irregular
abstract shapes, which he then covered with multiple layers of paint in understated colors of
the same family. Finally, after removing the remaining pieces of masking tape, the true contours
of the painting appear.

As a result, from a distance, one sees a minimalist flat pattern, and up close, the crackle
pattern and grainy texture of the surface. Although the picture plane is two-dimensional, it
creates a feeling of infinite space. Wu guides his viewers’ ruminations with the material quality
of his paintings, which concern the perception of thickness, boundaries, time and space.
The symbolic nature of these works that he titles Symbol does not involve definite objects,
but rather figments of the imagination, or perhaps fragmented memories of sights or things
that once existed in everyday life. In his paintings that are flat yet replete with texture, Wu
reproduces and transforms the state of external objects and reality by condensing the flow of
time and his accumulated life experience.

Wu Tung-Lung has consistently returned to art’s intrinsic qualities to explore the primitive life
force of pure matter, the spirit of symbols, and the primal state of images involving time and
space. Furthermore, he blends the absolute with chance, and logic with emotion to poetically
reveal his own artistic universe. With his painting practice, Wu not only demonstrates deep
aesthetic ruminations and variations on Western geometric abstraction, but also opens an
alternative non-rational realm that extends sensory imagination in an area of visual tension
between classical and contemporary painting. (Hsu Hui-Chi)
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