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Born in 1966 in Taimali Township, Taitung County, Pan Hsin-Hua went to Taipei after high school
to attend the National Institute of the Arts (today’s Taipei National University of the Arts) and
graduated in 1991. As a student, he read widely, especially novels and philosophy, and his
passion for film led him to take part in some classmates’ productions. His love of fishing has
led him to include imaginative sea life and insects in his paintings. He has been a professional
artist for 25 years and has exhibited work in Taiwan, China, Hong Kong, New York, and London.
From 2011 to 2015, Pan taught ink painting in the fine arts department of Taipei National
University of the Arts, but in order to concentrate on his artwork, left his steady job as a teacher.
This decision made clear his serious commitment to creating art.

Pan Hsin-Hua established his style in 1991 with Blue-and-Green Landscape. It was then that
he started developing the idea of combining the visual characteristics of ancient murals with
contemporary subject matter. With colored ink and a renewed understanding of traditional
techniques, he brought into play the unique qualities and expressive power of ink, and
emphasized contemporary subject matter with links to his surroundings and daily life. This
does not mean, however, that his paintings are representations of reality. According to Pan,
ink painting is more than just dealing with technique. On the contrary, it is related to painting
in general, and an artist chooses the most suitable medium to present the artistic content and
world that he or she wishes to express.

The overall structure in Pan Hsin-Hua’s 2017 work Height Ascending and Overlooking relies on
five sections arranged vertically, and in the center, there are fine horizontal lines that balance
the composition’s extremely vertical orientation. As in the majority of his works, we see a figure
symbolic of traditional China, and here it is a boy sitting atop an ancient tree surrounded on
three sides by scenery depicted in the manner of an old map. While the images refer to concrete
objects, their rendering is not realistic; and although the painting is full, it does not seem
crowded. This shows Pan’s great skill and ingenuity when it comes to challenging arrangements,
which is to say that he solves problems of visual harmony by any means possible.

Pan Hsin-Hua demarcates the different areas in his old map with shading but no underlying
framework. He also distributes elements and constructs spaces that extend continuously so as
to solve the problem that exists in traditional Eastern painting of rendering three-dimensions
with overlapping spaces. Using his extraordinary craftsmanship, Pan creates well organized
tableaux that draw the eye to search and wander, such that viewers discover the countless and
delightful surprises in his paintings.

Furthermore, Height Ascending and Overlooking is slightly different in style from Pan’s previous
works; he has created a more thoughtful design, and more vivid contrasts in terms of color,
and perhaps these differences herald the challenges and breakthroughs that the artist will next
undertake. (Chan Tsai-Yun)
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Height Ascending and Overlooking
2017

JKZBELE ~ #EK Ink Painting

215 x184 cm
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