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Russia is a country that is begging wars for centuries. Russian-Ukrainian war was
started eight years earlier in 2014. Just the whole world didn't react properly. And I'm
not that kind of person who is living in some rainbow skies and believe in a friendship
between Russia and Ukraine. | was that kind of person who expected invasion. | just
didn't know how big scale it would be and how cruel Russian army would be.

On the 23rd of February, | felt terrible, | shared in IG with my followers about my fear
and the possibility of war. At that moment everyone was calm and people supported
me, people were sure that nothing will happen. But | felt something bad right here.
And mixing what people could think, it's that Russia will attack us again by this
scenario of 2014 from the East. Nobody could even think that it would happen so big
from the north, from the east and from the south. Little did we know what would
happen to us less than in 24 hours.

My last conversation before war was about war with my friend Lera. We laughed, you
know, she cheered me up because | was frightened of possibility, the war could
happen very soon, and you know, she took away all my worries, and it was six hours
before the invasion started. And it was my last conversation in a peaceful life. It was
my last conversation when | speak Russian. We did speak Russian together. After
that, everything changed.

7 o’clock in the morning, 24th of February, | got a message from my sister Yuliia, and |
immediately woke up Borya, and said that, it started. It's the war. A few minutes later
| got a voice message from my mom in our family group chat. You know, her voice
sounds so calm to me. She really was ready for it even though a few days earlier, if
we talk about this, she was sure that nothing will happen, but on that day, she was
ready for it. She calmed us down, me and my sister, and she sounds to me like some
superhero from this DC comics Wonder Woman. She asked us, "Do not panic. Keep
calm, keep our mind clear, and like, it's gonna be fine, it's gonna end soon” this is
what she said.

On that day there was a lot of messages to my friends, to relatives, to people who |
didn't talk for years. Everyone asked, "How is my family?" | asked them, "How are
they? How is the situation in their cities?" People talked. | was 24 hours online. |
called my brother, he, at that moment he was in Singapore on his sailor contract. He
served in army in 2014 on the east, and | knew that he will go to war. And | asked him
please, please stay in Singapore, be safe, it's gonna be fine. | tried to change his
mind, and that there is no flight to Ukraine, he is going to stuck somewhere on the
halfway, but he said that he made up his mind already, and he have submitted the
report of his dismissal. So it was too late.

My family is in a relative safety, they decided to stay in Ukraine, and most of my
relatives are living in Odessa region, which is on the south, one and a half hour
driving by car to Mykolaiv, which is very close to the front line. Odessa is a big tourist
port city on the south, and of course, it's a desired piece of cake for Russians. But we



have Mykolaiv. Mykolaiv protected us from first days of war. Odessa people will
always remember it. We are grateful to Mykolaiv.

Speaking about me, | personally made a decision to speak only Ukrainian. Before the
war, | spoke Ukrainian in school, in university, in some government institutions, with
some of my relatives, particularly with my grandparents. And | would say that 90 % of
my surroundings spoke Russian and Surzhik. Surzhik is a Ukrainian word that could
refer to any mixed language. In a certain part of regions in Ukraine, not necessarily
including Ukrainian and Russian. It could be Ukrainian and Moldova, Ukrainian and
Romanian, Ukrainian and, | don't know, Belarusian. So, every region of Ukraine has
their own Surzhik. After war had started, language situation had completely changed.
| would say that 70-75% from people | know already had switched to Ukrainian. It's
very beautiful language.

Back to my family, as | said, all of them decided to stay in Ukraine. And for the past
seven months, they get used to the sirens, to the curfew, to the sound of shot down
rockets, to the sound of air system defense working, to sleep on the floor, to
basement, to eat in corridor cause it's the safest place in apartment, to live in endless
fear that any moment a Russian rocket can destroy everything around you.

My parents used to help with the food to the local territorial defense center. My

mom used to cook a lot of food for the first month and papa just drove by his car,
helped somehow those soldiers who protected us. Also they weaved camouflage
nets with the other volunteers in school.

Oleksa tried to enlisted army and territorial defense since February, but they didn't
need to at that moment. They put his name on the list and asked to wait. After three
months on the waiting list, military commissariat finally called him in the middle of
the June to be prepared. On 5th of July he went for training course, 5th of August he
was sent to his first combat mission. Two weeks after his combat mission and one
and a half month of no seeing each other and eight days of completely harsh, he
didn't have a connection in the military front line. Oleksa back home for two days.
We are so proud of him having no combat experience, moreover, not having served
in army at all, go to war to protect your country, your family. This is a brave act. At
the moment he become a brigade paramedic. His brigade had liberated Izyum and
we are so proud of him. He's our hero.

The biggest change that happened to Ukrainians is that we are not considering Russia
is our friend anymore or big brother or whatever you call it. We don't want to have
anything in common with them. We are independent, and we are proud to be
Ukrainian. We are grateful to the ZSU and the other forces to protect us. So many
millions still stay in Ukraine and believe in our bright future.

CnaBsa YKpaiHi Cnasa ZSU (Glory to Ukraine! Glory to ZSU!)
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