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Jungle Jungle - Zhang Xu Zhan Solo Exhibition
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A rabbit, fox, mouse deer, crocodile and crab--- they dance and leap with the music - different animal
figures appear and interchange in rapid succession. As we come close to discovering a story that is
familiar to us within Zhang Xu Zhan’s video work, the characters suddenly transform into another
appearance. This imaginary space that portrays familiarity and fluidity began from Zhang Xu Zhan’s
2017 video work Si So Mi. In this work the artist explored the universal and fluid aspects within
Taiwan’s cultural landscape, discussing similar stories that have evolved out of a collective consciousness
from different corners of the world. Zhang Xu Zhan views the framework of these stories as a container,
where individuals can freely fill in the storyline according to their own life experiences and cultural
background.

The exhibition Jungle Jungle developed from Zhang Xu Zhan’s 2018 artwork Animal Story Series,
which was based on the artist’s research conducted the same year, during his time as artist in residence
in Southeast Asia. In Malay culture, the mouse deer is a common folktale character, well known in the
tale of the ‘Mouse Deer Crosses the River’. The story narrates a clever mouse deer tricking a river full
of crocodiles to line up in a row, allowing the mouse deet to jump across their backs, safely crossing the
river to eat the fruits on the other side. Around the world, there are many tales about a small but clever
animal outsmarting other animals in a battle of wits; not only is there the mouse deer counting
crocodiles to cross the river, the protagonists change to reflect the natural environment and historical
background of each place. For his video wortk Compound Eyes of Tropical, Zhang Xu Zhan created a
riverbank scene, combining folktales with shared motifs collected by the artist from different regions.
Imagery of different animal forms interchange rapidly, expanding the space for interpretation.

The artworks displayed in Jungle Jungle extend from the video work Compound Eyes of Tropical. The
first exhibition room displays the sculptural installation Lake Stage, reassembled from the set design
used in the video work. Placed within the installation are a number of figures wearing ‘yi zhen’
costumes, reflecting the uniqueness of Taiwan’s traditional folk art, while the installation Holy Moun-
tain portrays a band of musicians playing the gamelan and Chinese drums surrounding an enigmatic
lake scene. The two video works Untitled and Wolf and Tiger and Others, extract key plot elements
from Compound Eyes of Tropical, allowing audiences to wander through multiple areas within the
jungle, navigating a fragment-like visual experience to assemble their own unique perspective.
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Lake Stage-Animal Story Series

BEF | WG - S - EORAR - BRAR - BURL - SRAR
AR | 2022

RF | 730 x 244em

Medium | Mixed media

Year | 2022

Size | 730 x 244 cm
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Shadow Stage-Animal Story Series

BERE | AR ~ HEMT - REDLAR - BlAK - EORE - SR AR
AEfR | 2022

R | 200 x 450cm

Medium | Mixed media

Year | 2022

Size | 200 x 450 cm
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Holy Mountain-Animal Story Series

BERE | HLAR - SEM - WA - RDGAR - BRAK - B0 - AR
AR | 2019

R | 350 x 350 ¢cm

Medium | Mixed media

Year | 2019

Size | 350 x 350 cm
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Costumed Figures-Animal Story Series

BEBF | Bk - AR - BEN - REDLAR - MBEE - MM - SR

A4y | 2019 - 2022
RS |44 22 M i 5
Medium | Mixed media
Year | 2019 - 2022

Size | Dimensions Variable
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Musicians-Animal Story Series
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4E4y | 2019 - 2022
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Medium | Mixed media
Year | 2019 - 2022

Size | Dimensions variable
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Compound Eyes of Tropical
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Paper Skin

BObr | BUBUESRIG BN ~ 4K B A
AEfy | 2020 - 2022
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Medium | Single channel video, color, sound
Year | 2020 - 2022

Duration | 16 mins
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Medium | Newspapers of various languages, paste,
wood board, PP board

Year | 2022

Size | Dimensions variable
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Wolf and Tiger and others

WEbF | AU SR B BOE AR T B sUBE A &
ARG | 2022

Medium | Single channel video

Year | 2022

Untitled

BERF | MBUHSRIQ B R 4K B a - A
4E44y | 2020 - 2022
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Medium | Single channel video installation, 4K,
color, sound

Year | 2020 - 2022

Time | Loop




