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Welcome to the Children’'s Art Edu-
cation Center of the Taipeil Fine Arts
Museum. There are six brief intro-
ductions to the artworks, as well as
guestions and extension activities.
We hope that you’ll think about the
perspectives conveyed by the artists
while carefully observing the art-
work, and this experience will bring
your imagination into play regarding
possibilities of collecting.
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Koichi KURITA
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Asked to describe the color of soill,
many people would say either ocher
or coffee color. Look carefully at the
100 bottles in this artwork. What
colors do you see? What do the tags
on the bottles mean?

Japanese artist Koichi Kurita has col-
lected soil from various places in
Japan. He places the soil on newspa-
per and waits for it to dry. He then re-
moves impurities such as leaves and
stones and carefully puts the soil in
bottles. The bottles are then displayed
according to color. As Kurita has said,
“Each handful of soil is a different
color, has a different texture and a dif-
ferent history. But they are all beauti-
ful. There is no dirty soil on Earth. It is
like us. Each person has a different
face, different thinking, and different
history. But everybody is beautiful. If
we can respect each other, we don't
need to fight. We must learn about
this from soil.”

For the exhibition Collecting and So
On, Kurita has mailed a postcard every

three days since October 14, 2016 to
document this stage of his journey.
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Kurita has collected soil from differ-
ent places in Japan, and then dried,
sorted, and placed it in bottles. The
soil represents his passion for the
land and care for community. Besides
soil, what other things from nature
can represent different places and be
put in a bottle?
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http://www.tfam.museum/File/files/02exhibition/170104CollectingAndSoOn/KURITA.pdf

