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The Alchemy of Mothering
Analysis of Annie Hsiao Ching Wang’s Photographs

AR T RBIEERE RS A B BT 7E i 1
Lu Hsiao-Yu Ph.D. Women’s and Gender Studies, University Paris 8
| T |

VE/T R BER RAVEAET > Rt S 7B RHEE R VI - HBUEHRAFH
H o RENRIZE R 2% 22 BERR A 400 0T » 58 | BRL B 7 MR B 2% J2 B 3 e A SR A e e e o€ | o
ARSCE SE5 | Al 201 3 BN Ao 03 AT B2 ST BB LA 9 93 i > T 2 2% 20 N B ] BE R
ZERARARR G 5—J5H > HEHEEMEr2ELaml ME8) —& 0 510
CHEHARY - MEEFIEHREN - WG > QAR EE > RIPZAFEmE
FEARATE R LR TR - EBREF RGBT EIRE I AEmAIEER - REEMH
BEIAE > R R AR (BET) A EEREmE (B8 1) Z2ENRZH
AIRREE ~ R~ TEIRAVE R R o e BI0E - AMER —HE R E L S IR
fosk o HR YRR R A A o 20 FEARRLERMA A e P B > thRtiRZFRIR R
fEfe > BEIESMAAE SR KR/ TBE) WEEN — REENBRER > &
7 PR ) B B S

FAEER | BhrIE - BHB - EH - BREERE - AT

Aol | ASCITFURRE T o ISR
MY TREHMMESEERE
EEER » EAHERES



|

=

e
g

K2

Aessy [eIoUd)

| Abstract |

With an obvious purpose of enlightenment and cultivation, Madonna and Child
depicted in Western religious paintings has produced for all people the paragon image
of an ideal mother. Consequently, mothering imposes on many mothers a trammel
in particular the choice between taking care of the family and developing personal
career. Starting with quotes of cause analyses of mothering based on feminism and
psychoanalysis, this essay clarifies that being a woman and being a dedicated mother
does not go with the territory. Focused on “chora” a philosophical term refers to
conception of the young, the essay further manifests subjectivity of a conceiver with

implications of fertility, abundance and inexhaustibleness of that term.

Expanding the purport of a mother’s life creation in propagation and nurturing to her
art creation, Wang’s photographic creations not only record family commemorations,
but also witness a mother taking the role of an artist. Photographs of the past 20 years
keep track of different life stages of the artist and the growth process of her child. More
importantly, transformation of “cliché” by art has also been verified, turning strenuous

motherhood practices into unique artistic practices.

Keywords | Madonna and Child, Mothering, Chora, Mise en abyme, Durée
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% Raphael, 1483-1520) A& 15 BHRE B A SC A1 TR%E ~ i ~ GRS
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pas femme : on le devient) ~ (Beauvoir, 1949, vol. 2: 13)  FFRIE R EEA #E

PN WA o R RfE A B SRR B EEER A S - BRI
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MURERS © TE L8 NfEHE-
GlIES AN A =gk P P N
Fih ; NTEfEZ R FREE AR 5 » A
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2004) SCE—RIBMRNIEIAVER R EEEERS 15 (liew
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M T =AESEAY ) (Derrida, 1993 :15-23) °ffis & @ fEmZER A E B B
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