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Abstract

This paper tries to investigate how the emerging idea of Taiwanese “landscape” was
imagined and constructed by the gradual intersection and continuous interaction between
photography and tourism during the Japanese colonial era. The argument mainly consists
of four aspects: I will first delve into several Taiwan-related photographic albums and travel
guides either heavily supervised or solely published by the renowned photographer-cum-
printmaker OGAWA Kazumasa around the turn of the 20th century. Then the focus will be
on the gradual evolution of “the Eight Views of Taiwan” activities and how these campaigns
intersected with the practice of photography. The third part will involve an in-depth reading
into The Photographic Album of the National Parks in Taiwan by Japanese photographer
OKADA Koyo, analyzing both its visual achievement and cultural limitation. The conclusion
of this paper will draw attention to the popular phenomenon of railway tour during the
colonial era, stressing how its cultural significance towards the construction of the idea of

“landscape” was related to its full exploitation of photographic images in various publications.

Keywords: photography, history of photography, landscape, tourism, Japanese Colonial era
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