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CHRONOLOGY

1898

1900
1902
1904
1905
1910
1911
1912
1913

1914

1915
1916

1917

1919

1920

1921

1922

1923

1924

1925

1926

Birth in Lessines, Belgium, of René-Francois-Ghislain Magritte, son of Leopold Magritte and
Régina Bertinchamps.

The family moves to Gilly. Birth of Raymond Magritte.

Birth of Paul Magritte.

The family moves to Chatelet.

René Magritte enrols at the Ecole moyenne in Chatelet.

Receives his first painting lessons.

November: René Magritte enrols at the Athénée royal in Charleroi.
February: Suicide of Magritte’'s mother by drowning in the Sambre.

March: The family moves to Charleroi.
August: Magritte meets Georgette Berger at the annual fair in Charleroi’s Ville-Haute.

October—November: With the Germans occupying Belgium, the Magritte family leaves Charleroi and
returns to Chatelet.

November: Magritte moves to a boarding house in Brussels.

July-August: Shows four works at the Exposition des arts et métiers in Chatelet.
October: Magritte enrols at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Brussels. His family moves there to join him.

April: The family moves to Chatelet.
Autumn: The family returns to Schaerbeek (Brussels) for Leéopold’'s commercial activities.

Magritte contributes to the Bourgeois brothers’ magazine Au volant. He shares a studio with the painter
Pierre-Louis Flouquet.
December: Poster exhibition at the Centre d'art, Brussels.

January: Painting exhibition with Flouguet. Magritte meets Georgette Berger while walking in the
Botanical Garden in Brussels.

Meets E.L.T. Mesens. Contacts the Italian Futurists and the Dadaists.

December: Fulfils his military service, initially in Brussels, where he continues classes at the Academy.

November: Magritte obtains work as a commercial artist at the firm of Peters-Lacroix, a
wallpaper manufacturer.

January: Meets Marcel Lecomte.
28 June: Marries Georgette Berger at the city hall in Saint-Josse.
August: Magritte writes ‘L Art pur. Défense de I'esthétique’ with Victor Servranckx (1922)

Magritte is overwhelmed upon seeing a reproduction of the painting The Song of Love by
Giorgio de Chirico, shown to him by Marcel Lecomte.
Meets Camille Goemans, who becomes one of his first dealers.

Magritte leaves the firm of Peters-Lacroix and looks for work in Paris. Although he finds none, he
nevertheless moves there, earning money from advertising work.

Publication of the only issue of E.L.T. Mesens’ and René Magritte’'s magazine (Esophage. First paintings
under the influence of Giorgio de Chirico and Max Ernst, and first collages.

Signs a purchase contract for his paintings with Paul-Gustave van Hecke. The Galerie Le Centaure is half
partner in the contract until Van Hecke takes it over in the summer. René and Georgette Magritte move to
113 Rue Steyls, in Laeken.

June: Magritte illustrates E.L.T. Mesens’s magazine Marie. In the autumn, he illustrates texts by Paul
Nougeé for the Brussels furrier Samuel.

October: Formation of the Brussels Surrealist group, comprising E.L.T. Mesens, Paul Nouge,

André Souris, Camille Goemans and René Magritte.

1927

1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

March: First article about Magritte in the magazine Sélection, written by Van Hecke and accompanied by
sixteen reproductions of artworks.

April: First solo exhibition at the Galerie Le Centaure.

June: Meets Louis Scutenaire, who joins the Brussels Surrealist group.

September: René and Georgette Magritte leave Brussels for Le Perreux-sur-Marne, a suburb of Paris.
Paul Magritte soon joins them.

January: Solo exhibition at the Galerie LEpoque, Brussels, owned by Paul-Gustave van Hecke and
managed by E.L.T. Mesens.

First essay by Paul Nougée about Magritte.

February—April: Contributes to the magazine Distances. Makes contact with André Breton and the Paris
Surrealists. Although Magritte is not represented in the Exposition surrealiste at the gallery Au Sacre du
printemps, Breton buys some paintings from him.

August: Death of Leopold Magritte, the painter’s father.

January: Hanging of a group of canvases during a lecture given by Paul Nougé at the Salle de la Bourse
in Charleroi.

February—March: Publication of the leaflet 'Le sens propre’ by Camille Goemans, illustrated with
paintings by Magritte.

Spring: Meets Salvador Dali at Goemans’ house.

June: Contributes to the special issue of Van Hecke's magazine Varietes.

July: Contract with Galerie Le Centaure ends.

August: Spends summer in Cadaqués at Dali’s with Paul Eluard and Gala, Camille Goemans and
Yvonne Bernard.

December: An incident over a crucifix worn by Georgette at Breton's residence leads to a falling out that lasts
for two years.

July: The Magrittes return to Belgium and rent an apartment at 135 Rue Esseghem in Jette, a district of Brussels.
Again turning to his activity as a commercial artist, Magritte sets up Studio Dongo, in which his brothers
take part.

February: Exhibition of sixteen paintings at the Salle Giso, Brussels, organized by E.L.T. Mesens.
April-May: Magritte's first exhibition at the Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels.

January: Magritte co-signs ‘La Poésie transfigurée’ in the pamphlet ‘L' Affaire Aragon’, in support of the
French poet.
Magritte and Nougé make two films (whereabouts unknown).

April: Magritte contributes to the magazine Le surréalisme au service de fa révolution at the invitation of Breton.
May: Magritte exhibition at the Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels.

December: Contributes to the collective publication Violette Nozieres, prepared by the Paris Surrealists
and published in Brussels. Meets the poet Paul Colinet.

May: Magritte takes part in the exhibition Minotaure at the Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels.
June: Publication of ‘Qu’est-ce que le surréalisme?’, a lecture given by André Breton in Brussels, with a
cover illustration by Magritte.

August: Magritte co-signs Breton's leaflet ‘Du temps que les surréalistes avaient raison’, marking the
Surrealists’ rupture with the Communist Party.
October: Takes part in the Exposition surrealiste in La Louviere organized by E.L.T. Mesens.

January: First solo exhibition by René Magritte in New York, at the Julien Levy Gallery. Co-signs the leaflet
'Le Domestique zélé’, signifying the exclusion of André Souris from the Brussels Surrealist group on the
charge that he directed a mass for a funeral ceremony.

April: Solo exhibition at the Palais des Beaux-Arts, Bruxelles.

May: Takes part in the Exposition surréaliste d’objets at the Galerie Charles Ratton, Paris.

June: Takes part in the International Surrealist Exhibition at the New Burlington Galleries, London.
December: Takes part in the exhibition Fantastic Art, Dada Surrealisrm at the Museum of Modern Art, New York.

1937

1938

1939
1940

1941
1942
1943

1944
1945

1946

1947

1948

1949
1951

1952

February—March: Goes to London to execute paintings commissioned by Edward James. Gives a lecture
at the London Gallery.
July: Meets Marcel Marién.

January: Second solo exhibition in New York at the Julien Levy Gallery. Takes part in the Exposition
internationale du surréalisme at the Galerie des Beaux-Arts, Paris.

April: Retrospective at the London Gallery in London, which at the time is run by E.L.T. Mesens and
Roland Penrose.

November: Gives a lecture entitled 'La Ligne de vie' at the Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp.

May: Exhibition at the Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels, with catalogue preface written by Paul Nougé.

February: With Raoul Ubac, founds the magazine L'/nvention collective, which ceased publication after
two issues owing to the German invasion of Belgium.

May: Magritte leaves Belgium with the Scutenaires and the Ubacs, who go to Carcassonne.

August: Returns to Georgette in Brussels.

January: Exhibition of fifteen recent paintings at the Dietrich Gallery, Brussels.

July or August: Filming of Robert Cocriamont’'s Rencontre de Reneé Magritte, the first film about Magritte.

April-May: Beginning of Magritte’s Renoir Period.

July: Private showing of paintings at the Lou Cosyn Gallery, Brussels.

August: Publication of the first monograph about Magritte by Marcel Marién.
October: Publication of Rene Magritte ou les images défendues by Paul Nougé.

January: Exhibition at the Dietrich Gallery, Brussels, which is denounced by a Nazi collaborator, Marc Eemans.

January: Begins illustrations for Lautréamont’s Les chants de Maldoror.

September: Joins the Communist Party.

December: Organises the exhibition Surréalisme at the gallery of Les Editions La Boétie in Brussels,
which includes Belgian and French artists.

February: Initial contact with Alexandre lolas, who becomes his agent in the United States.

April: Distribution of the anonymous leaflets ‘Llmbecile’, 'LEmmerdeur’ and ‘LUEnculeur’, executed with
Marcel Marién.

November: Exhibition of works from Magritte's Sun Period at the Dietrich Gallery, Brussels.

January: Solo exhibition at the Société Royale des Beaux-Arts in Verviers, presented by Jacques Wergifosse.
April: Solo exhibition at the Hugo Gallery, New York.

May: Exhibition of Impressionist-style works at the Lou Cosyn Gallery, Brussels.

July: Breton publicly distances himself from Magritte’'s new way of painting during the Exposition
internationale du surrealism, at Galerie Maeght in Paris

August: Publication of Magritte, Louis Scutenaire’s first monograph on the artist.

October: Magritte begins to move away from the Communist Party.

January: Exhibition at the Dietrich Gallery, Brussels, in which Magritte seems to renounce his
Impressionist style.

Last text by Paul Nougé about Magritte.

May: Exhibition at the Hugo Gallery, New York.

Exhibition of paintings of the Cow Period at the Galerie du Faubourg, Paris, presented by Louis Scutenaire.

February: Exhibition at the Lou Cosyn Gallery, Brussels.

March: Exhibition at the Hugo Gallery, New York.
April: Exhibition at the Dietrich Gallery, Brussels.

August: Retrospective at the casino in Knokke-le-Zoute, organised by E.L.T. Mesens. Final quarrel with
Paul Nougé.
October: Magritte founds the magazine La Carte d'apres nature.

1953

1954

1955
1956

1957

1959

1960

1961

1962

1964
1965

1966
1967

January: First Magritte exhibition in Italy, at the Galleria dell'Obelisco, Rome.
March: Exhibition at the lolas Gallery, New York.
April: Magritte is commissioned to paint a mural for the Chandelier Room at the casino in Knokke-le-Zoute

March: Exhibition at the Sidney Janis Gallery, New York.
May: Major retrospective at the Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels. The Magrittes move to 207 Boulevard
du Lambermont in Schaerbeek.

The Magrittes move up the street to 404 Boulevard du Lambermont, Schaerbeek.

March: Retrospective at the Cercle royal artistique et littéraire of Charleroi. Commission from the City of
Charleroi for a wall painting, The lgnorant Fairy, for the Salle des Congres in the new Palais des Beaux-Arts.
October: Purchases a movie camera and begins making short films with his friends as actors.

March: Solo exhibition at the lolas Gallery, New York.

October: Meets Harry Torczyner, a New York lawyer born in Antwerp, who becomes his adviser and one
of his main collectors.

December: The Magrittes move to a house at 97 Rue des Mimosas, Schaerbeek, which is to be the
painter’'s last residence.

March: Exhibitions at the lolas Gallery and Bodley Gallery in New York.
April: Retrospective exhibition at the Musée communal d’Ixelles in Brussels.

February: Exhibition at the Galerie Rive Droite, Paris.
October: Exhibition at the Fine Arts Museum in Liege, organised by Andre Bosmans.
December: A travelling Magritte retrospective in the United States begins in Dallas and Houston.

May: Publication of the first issue of the magazine Rhétorique, with illustrations by René Magritte, edited
by André Bosmans.

July: Paints a mural for the Salle Albertine at the new Palais des Congrés in Brussels.

September: Exhibitions at the Grosvenor Gallery and Obelisk Gallery, London.

April-May: Exhibition at the lolas Gallery, New York.

Retrospective at the casino in Knokke-le-Zoute. Marcel Marién puts out an apocryphal leatflet, ‘Grande
Baisse’, in which Magritte seems to offer to sell his paintings cheaply.

September: Exhibition at the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis.

May-June: Retrospective at the Arkansas Art Center in Little Rock, with catalogue preface by Andre Breton.

December: Retrospective at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, and first trip by René and Georgette
Magritte to the United States, where they visit Houston. Publication of the monograph about the artist by
Patrick Waldberg

April: René and Georgette Magritte visit Israel.

March: Initial selection of works to be rendered as sculptures.

July: Magritte is hospitalised at the Edith Cavell Clinic, Uccle, and diagnosed with cancer of the pancreas.
August: Retrospective at the Boijmans Van Beuningen Museum, Rotterdam.

15 August: Death of René Magritte at his home.

18 August: Funeral of René Magritte at the cemetery in Schaerbeek.



