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CHEN Chien-Jung was born in Taipei, Taiwan. He graduated from the Fine Arts Department, Taipei
National University of the Arts, and acquired a master’s degree from the Graduate Institute of Plastic
Arts, Tainan National University of the Arts. Chen bagged the GoldenPrize in Drawing from “The 11th
International Biennial Print and Drawing Exhibition R.O.C” in 2003. He is also the winner of “The
10th Visual Arts Prize of Li Chun-shan Foundation” in 2007, “Kaohsiung Prize” in 2001, and “Taipei
Prize” in 1997.

Chen’s paintings are unique, for they suggest a state of “specious ambiguity.” He is known for his
manipulation of mixed architectural forms and reflection on the “two-dimensional” treatment of paint-
ing surface. Chen’s explorations of spatial structure can be seen as the byproducts of construction and
deconstruction as well as drawing and erasing. His works create a spatial ambiguity that interweaves his
architectural ideals with the unexpected, spontaneous and often imperfect traces of everyday life.
Throughout the creative process, Chen repeatedly includes subtle subversions of material, color and

object, where physicality, technique and meaning accumulate and converge.

Landscape and Aircraft series feature scenery that the artist has foreseen and the situations that play out
in his mind. In addition to urban scenes and artificial mechanical objects, some of Chen’s works are
based on structures created while painting, a few sculptures shaped like houses, or references to shapes
by well-known artists. Although the works always elicit “seeming” images of urban civilization in the
spectator’s mind, these architectural spaces form a starting point of visual language rather than serving
as a motif. During the organic painting process, the motion of the hand becomes a vital quality through
its dependence on or imitation of paint tools (found wooden sticks, rulers with blurry marks, repeated-
ly used masking tapes, etc.). These are also like the artist's re-questioning about visible form and struc-

ture before he transforms this questioning process of uncertainty into an abstract perceptual form.
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fii Acrylic and mixed media on canvas | 97 x 130cm | 2019

ES
k==

Landscape 138 | M JI B} R & 1M




